Special Feature ~ See how your
community is responding to
COVID-19 (p. 14)
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Village Greene Gardens
Winner Best Garden Center

BUY 1, GET 1 AT
50 % OFF.

DAFFODIL SPECIAL
$19.99/50 ctn.

All Houseplants

Plant now for Spring

(Expires 11-24-21)

(Expires 11-24-21)

Christmas is right around the corner….
Hand made Balsam & Mixed Greens wreaths, 9 sizes.
Special theme wreaths. (A sell out each year)
Hand made grave pieces, w/personal touch.
Poinsettias in 8 sizes, and 7 colors.

Holiday décor shop with hard to find items.

$5 OFF $40 Purchase of any non sale item.
Good Thanksgiving to 12-5-21 Only.

(No gift or sale items. Not combinable. see web for details)

SHOP PRICES AND GET INFORMATION AT:
ONLINE at: villagegreene.net OR TEXT at: 203-859-1005
715 Boston Post Rd. (203-453-1818) NEXT TO PLANET FITNESS

6 PLANT GREENHOUSES ON SIDE/BACK
2
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The First Selectwoman’s Corner
As we enter the final months of 2021, I am
grateful for the tremendous efforts our residents
have made to address the COVID-19 pandemic,
and move the Town forward towards re-opening
and recovery. It is great to have our children
back in school full-time and enjoying outdoor
activities. And I am happy to witness many of our
local businesses thriving despite the hardships
of prolonged closure and the implementation of
health measures necessary to keep both staff and
patrons safe.
However, it is important to note that COVID can
also be transmitted asymptotically, which is why it
is important for residents to continue to wear face
coverings in public, practice social distancing, and
to get the vaccine if they haven’t done so already.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices
has recently voted to recommend that a single
dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine be
administered to individuals 65 and older as well
as select individuals 18-64 who are at risk of

severe illness as a booster at least six months after
completing the primary Pfizer vaccine series.
In order to stay up-to-date on what’s happening
in our community, I encourage residents to
sign up for the Town’s communications system
called Madison Alerts. This system will provide
important community alerts and information,
as well as the First Selectwoman updates.
These can be received via an app downloaded
on your phone, email, text or phone call.
You can subscribe to this service through the
town website at https://www.madisonct.org/
MadisonAlerts, and also watch a video on how to
sign up.
As we enter the 2021 holiday season, there are
many ways that residents can safely enjoy this
celebratory time of year. This includes strolling
downtown to visit Madison’s many unique
small shops, or sampling our many restaurants
through in-person dining or take-out. You can
also enjoy the Madison Economic Development
Commission’s “Light Up Madison” display which

Peggy Lyons
First Selectwoman

Grateful to have our
children back in school
full-time and enjoying
outdoor activities and
happy to witness many
of our local businesses
thriving despite the
hardships of the past year!

Continued on page 4
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Selectwoman continued from page 3
will offer a safe, uplifting experience to celebrate diverse holidays of
the season in our town. More details will be available soon on the
Madison Chamber of Commerce website at www.madisonct.com.
In addition, the Madison Beach and Recreation Department will
be hosting its annual Tree Lighting on Friday, December 10, in the
evening on the Madison Green, and other holiday activities and
traditions are in the planning process. Please check the town website
at www.madisonct.org to stay up to date on the latest holiday related
activities.
The Town of Madison wishes everyone a safe and healthy holiday
season.
Peggy Lyons
First Selectwoman

www.eventsmagazines.com

Vista to Stage All Shook Up at The Kate
Vista Life Innovations presents its upcoming
musical, All Shook Up, to audiences at The
Kate in Old Saybrook through Vista’s A
Shared Stage Productions theater program for
individuals of all abilities.
Under the direction of Neil Fuentes, the
production stars a unified cast of performers

supporting the personal success of individuals
with disabilities.
All Shook Up is an American jukebox
comedy, based on a book by Joe Pietro and
featuring the music of Elvis Presley. Inspired
by Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, the musical
follows a small Midwestern town that is
uprooted by the arrival of Chad, a handsome,
fun-loving rebel rouser. Love is in the air when
Natalie, a passionate dreamer, meets Chad and
she is immediately smitten. In defiance of their
conservative mayor, they both help a small
town to discover the magic of romance and the
power of rock & roll.
To purchase tickets at The Kate, go to https://
www.katharinehepburntheater.org/eventstickets/

from the greater shoreline theater community
alongside participants from Vista Life
Innovations, a community-based organization

To learn more about All Shook Up, please
contact Brittany Czajkowski at 860-399-8080
ext. 269 or bczajkowski@vistalifeinnovations.
org.

Facebook

Follow Us on Facebook, Essex Printing Events Magazines
Instagram & Twitter Instagram
@EventsMags
@EssexPrinting

Twitter

@essexprintingandeventsmagazine

Follow Us on...
Facebook

Essex Printing Events Magazines

Instagram

@EventsMags
@EssexPrinting

Twitter

@essexprintingandeventsmagazine
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ONE of a KIND

ANTIQUES
~ SINCE 1975 ~

A wide array of original
period antiques and art
from all over the world;
also, fine handmade
artisanal furniture.
Visit online at
www.ooaka.com or in
person by appointment.
860-526-9736
info@
oneofakindantiques.com

Madison Beach and Recreation
Tree Lighting Ceremony
Friday, December 10th
at 6:00 pm
Enjoy music by
the Larry Stevens Trio
A visit by Santa,
hot chocolate
and more.
Event is free.
Held at the
Memorial Town Hall
parking area
near the town
Christmas tree.

323 Boston Post Road
Old Saybrook, CT
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Exciting things are happening at The Barn…
Fall Performance
Join us for Alice @ Wonderland, a modern take
on the classic story tale. What would happen if a
21st century Alice collided with Lewis Carroll’s
legendary Wonderland? This modern retelling of
the classic children’s story has all of the characters
you know and love, including the Mad Hatter
and the Queen of Hearts. The story is laid out in
traditional style, except that Alice is distinctly
contemporary, complete with a cell phone in hand.
Performances will be December 10th, 11th, &
12th. For tickets go to madisonartsbarn.org

MadBarn Creators
MadBarn Creators is a new program to help
students who are pursuing the Arts as a career
by pairing them up with local businesses who have advertising needs.
By using their skills in filmmaking, graphic design, photography, and
social media, participants will fulfill the needs of small businesses
whose budgets might not support the costs of a large advertising
agency. In the end, the business gets a low cost option to increase
sales/business and the students will get experience, portfolio material,
and a stipend. The Barn is looking for students, mentors as well as
interested small businesses. Contact us at madisonartsbarn@gmail.com
if interested.

Story Telling
Through the Ages
The Barn will be working
with The Madison
Senior Center in this
intergenerational program
that will have students
interviewing local seniors
and then creating a performance piece that would depict the
person’s story on stage. Students who are interested can contact
The Barn at madisonartsbarn@gmail.com.

Youth Advisory Board
Make a difference in
your community. Help create and develop programs, add to your
resume and make new friends all while having fun! The board meets
monthly and is composed of kids from 4th-12th grade. The executive
board is composed of 9th-12th graders. More info on our website
madisonartsbarn.org
MadBarn Creators, Story Telling Through the Ages and the
Youth Advisory Board are ongoing, so students can join in
at any time.
Visit our website for our latest News, Programs, Events, and
Announcements: MADISONARTSBARN.ORG
Madison Events • Quarter 4 • 2021
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Madison Senior Center
29 Bradley Road
Madison, CT 06443
203-245-5627
www.madisonct.org/Seniors

Stretch & Balance
Feeling stiff? You don’t need to any
more, join our brand new class on
gentle stretching and balance. Our
popular, new, yoga instructor, Amy
de Lucia-Ferri is excited to help you
regain your flexibility and balance
with some exercises that will help you
feel better and keep you safer.

Six week program

FIRE, WATER AND MOLD RESTORATION

Thursdays 10:45–11:45am
Dec. 2nd – Jan 27th (No Classes: 12/23, 12/30 or 1/6)
Fee: Members $60 Non-members $70

Support our Advertisers
• FIRE, WATER, MOLD RESTORATION
AND RECONSTRUCTION
• CARPETS, AREA RUGS, UPHOLSTERY
• COMPLETE PROJECT CLEANING
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

YOU CAN COUNT ON US
24/7... 365 DAYS

“This company is as good as it gets,
because perfection can’t
be improved upon”

Please remember to support those who help us bring

Madison Events Magazines
to you each and every quarter

- our advertisers!

Thanks to them for making it all possible.
And when you frequent their businesses,
don’t forget to tell them that you saw them in

Madison Events Magazines!

William French, Essex Connecticut
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by Leigh, Your Village Horticulturist

Feed
the
Birds
But, it’s November. Days are shorter and
cooler. Nights are long, and colder. Birds
have few daylight hours in which to find
seeds, fruit, and a few insects to sustain
them through the night. Even if you have
planned your landscape and garden to
provide shelter, water, and food producing
plants, supplemental feeding is still
recommended.

Madison Events • Quarter 4 • 2021

Most songbirds, during the spring
and summer, have a diet that is largely
insect based. This food supply is usually
abundant, and highly nutritious. With
the onset of fall and winter, seeds and
fruits become the main source of food
for both the migratory and permanent
resident birds. During these seasons,
backyard feeders can help to sustain bird
populations.
What to feed? Certainly, providing a mix
of seeds, fruit, and suet cakes will attract
a diversity of species, but there are several
key foods that one may want to purchase.
In our region, black-oil sunflower seeds
attract the greatest number of species.
They are nutritious and high in fat,
providing a good energy source. They have
a high meat- to- shell ratio, and shells are
easily cracked by both small and large
birds.

somewhat expensive, it is best to provide
this seed in a special nijer feeder, rather
than including it in a feeder of mixed seed.
Safflower seed is preferred by cardinals
and grosbeaks, and is rarely eaten by
squirrels. It can be fed separately, or mixed
into your sunflower seed to discourage
squirrels and starlings from visiting your
feeder.
Ground feeding birds, such as doves,
prefer cracked corn and white millet. Both
of these seeds are generally found in a
good quality seed mix, and seed that falls

Continued on page 12

“Nijer” or thistle seed is the preferred
seed for finches. Because it is small and

www.eventsmagazines.com
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A Note from the Town Clerk
Divorce Mediation
and Collaboration
Real Estate • Personal Injury
Wills and Estate Administration

This year the Municipal Election will be held on
Tuesday, November 2 to cast votes for First
Selectman, Board of Selectman, Board of
Finance, Board of Education, Board of
Assessment Appeals, Zoning Board of
Appeals and Alter-nate.
If you choose to vote in-person, District 1’s
voting location is now permanently moved
to Polson Middle School (old Hand High
School) located at 302 Green Hill Road. The
Registrar’s of Voters will be sending notice of
the change to District 1 voters. District 2’s voting
location remains at Brown Intermediate School at 980
Durham Rd. Polls will be open from 6 am to 8 pm.

www.AttorneyAdamsct.com
1260 Boston Post Rd., Westbrook, CT 06498
860.322.2030
Cheshire Office by Appointment
203.272.2010

New England
Piano Service, LLC
Brenton Evans, Owner
COMPLETE TUNING AND
RESTORATION SERVICES

Serving Madison,
Madison,
Serving
New Haven County
New
Haven
For over
30County
years.
For
over
25
years.
Covid-19 Compliant
Madison,Connecticut
Connecticut
Madison,
(203)785-8780
•
brent@evanspiano.com
(203)785-8780 • brent@evanspiano.com

Voting by absentee ballot is a two-step process. First, Applications can be found
on the Town Clerk website at www.madisonct.org, or you can stop at the Town
Clerk’s office during business hours (M, T, W, 8:30-4:30; Th 8:30-6:30; F 8:30-12).
The Governor’s Executive order continued COVID as one of the reasons to vote
by Absentee. Please remember that you must submit a completed application
with an original ink signature, not electronic. The 2nd part is the ballot. Ballots
became available beginning Friday, Oct. 1st. You can find a step-by-step video
with directions on the Town Clerk website.
The Official Absentee Ballot Drop
Box is located outside Town Hall in
the circle driveway. It can be used for
Applications and completed Ballots.
Ballots must be returned no later
than 8:00 pm on Election night to be
counted.
If you have questions, or need
information on voting, please go to
the Town Clerk Elections website on
madisonct.org, or call our office at
203-245-5672.

Looking for a Few Good People!
Earn Supplemental Income
Be Part of the Outstanding Sales Team at Events Magazines
Part-Time Commission-Based Sales • Flexible Schedule in Designated
Locations • Leads Ready to Work • Training and Ongoing Support Provided
If interested, contact Essex Printing/Events Magazines at:
print@essexprinting.com
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Gallery

Lloyd and Ida
ANTIQUES
DESIGN
GARDENS
BOHEMIA

Lloyd and Ida
7 North Main Street,
Essex CT 06426
(across from Talbots)

475.202.2841
Shanemalk@gmail.com

Instagram@lloydandida
Facebook@lloyd and Ida
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Feed the Birds… continued from page 9
from the feeder is readily eaten.
Woodpeckers, chickadees, and nuthatches (insect eating birds)
appreciate the high energy suet cakes that often contain additional bird seed or fruit. The cakes do not go rancid, and can be
fed year round.
Feeders should be placed close enough to trees and shrubs to
provide cover and shelter for the birds, but far enough away
(10’) to prevent jumping off places for squirrels and cats. Feeders should be kept clean, and the hulls and seeds that collect
beneath your feeder should be raked up every few weeks.
Water is as important for birds in winter as it is in summer.
Using two round cake pans will allow you to fill one each day,
bringing in the second one to thaw during freezing temperatures.
While you are enjoying watching the birds from the warmth
inside your home, take some time to plan your garden to help
attract more birds and pollinators this spring and summer. Our
horticulturists are available year round to assist with your garden plans, and offer suggestions for your landscape.
Lastly, consider Citizen Science and participating in one of the
feeder counts. CT Audubon Society and Cornell Laboratory
of Ornithology have annual feeder counts to help monitor the
population trends of our avian friends.

12
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No Shave CT 2021
The premise is simple, throughout the month of November,
EVERYONE will have the opportunity to ditch your razors,
grow a respectable beard or mustache, and show support
for Connecticut cancer patients. Don’t worry ladies and/or
gentlemen, you don’t have to grow a beard to participate, simply
fundraise to show support; it’s really all about raising funds for
cancer patients right in your own backyards. 100% of the funds
raised will assist
with critical living
expenses, such as
rent, mortgage,
utilities, food
and more. Our
four ambassador
children for No
Shave CT are pediatric cancer patients from all around CT and
their families will receive large grants to assist with basic living
needs. Participants can donate the money saved on shaving
supplies and/or also ask family and friends to pay tribute to your
efforts with a donation. It could be $5, $10, $20, every donation
will help us reach our goal of $250,000! Please visit the website at
www.noshavect.org to learn more.

70 police departments across the state, along with companies,
universities and individuals will be participating. The event goal is
$250,000!
The CCF WIN Bracelet
The CCF “WIN” bracelet is also
a way to raise funds! The cost
is $29 with 50% to CCF. All
sales for November and
December will be added to
the NO Shave total fundraising.
Bracelets can be purchased at www.
CTCancerFoundation.org

CYR Drywall, Inc.
→ Specializing in Installing & Finishing Sheetrock

NEW!

Half Price
Taxi Vouchers
throughout CT!

Call
860.510.0429

www.9towntransit.com
ConneCting Your ConneCtiCut!

→ Residential, New Construction & Commercial
→ Texture Popcorn Ceiling Removal
→ Water Damage Repair

Drywall Repair
Call for Free Estimates
MICHAEL CYR | cyrdrywall@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 1030, Westbrook, CT 06498
FULLY INSURED | HIC.0571279

www.cyrdrywall.com

Call or Text

9 Town Transit is Operated by
the Estuary Transit District
Madison Events • Quarter 4 • 2021
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The Impact of COVID
on Mental Health
by Faith Marrion, LCSW | East Lyme Psychological Associates
We are still learning about the increase in diagnoses of
depression and anxiety during the pandemic — both
exacerbated by the isolation necessary to prevent the virus
from spreading. Children and young adults missed out on
social contacts critical for their well-being, and all of us were
impacted in some way. When people are facing depressing
and anxiety, they are also less likely to take care of their
physical health, too.
As we venture back out to what is certainly a changed world,
we should all allow ourselves the chance to reflect on what
we’ve learned during this time. It can feel overwhelming to try
to navigate socially, and it’s healthy to be able to acknowledge
that this was a period of loss, and that it is going to take some
time for things to feel ordinary again. If you’re struggling,
talk to someone you trust so that you can find healthy ways
to manage your emotions, and treat yourself kindly. There are
resources available online for coping strategies and accessing
help, and when you feel it’s safe, reach out to those you’ve not
seen, to reconnect. If you feel a need for more support, seek
out professional assistance to help and walk alongside you on
the path.

Automatic Fuel Delivery
Price Protection Programs
AC Service & Installation
Pool Heater Service
& Installation
24/7 Emergency Service
Furnace/Boiler Service &
Installation
Kohler Generator Service
& Installation
Gas Fireplaces
Water Heaters
Service Plans
Customer Loyalty
& Referral Programs

Your local and family owned
and operated source.
14
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Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get
together. But that also means a greater risk for fire. Following
a few simple tips will ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday
season.
Holiday decorating
•B
 e careful with holiday decorations. Choose decorations
that are fame resistant or fame retardant.
•K
 eep lit candles away from decorations and other things
that can burn.
• S ome lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but not
both.
•R
 eplace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or
loose bulb connections. Read manufacturer’s instructions
for number of light strands to connect.
•U
 se clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords to not get
damaged.
•K
 eep decorations away from windows and doors.

WHAT IS 2-1-1?

It is Connecticut’s free and confidential
information and referral service. By calling
2-1-1, a toll-free number throughout CT,
callers can reach knowledgeable, multilingual staff and get information, referrals
or seek help in a crisis. 2-1-1 operates 24
hours-a-day, every day of the year. TDD
access is available. Visit the website for more
information: http://www.211.org/#

• Custom Homes
• Additions
• Full Remodeling

Want to reach
every home in town?

Call Ward Feirer
at 914-806-5500

Services
• Window Replacement
• Custom Millwork
• Storm Shutters

www.eventsmagazines.com

Holiday Entertaining
• Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your home fire
escape plan
• Keep children and pets away from lit candles
• Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet
• Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stove top.
• Ask smokers to smoke outside. Remind smokers to keep their
smoking materials with them so young children to do not
touch them. Provide large, deep ashtrays for smokers. Wet
cigarette butts with water before discarding.
Please Water Your
Christmas Tree
According to the National
Fire Protection Association
(NFPA), more than 200
home fires each year start
with a Christmas tree. In this
video, NIST fire researchers
demonstrate what could
happen if a fire starts in a
watered Christmas tree vs. a
dry Christmas tree.

Madison Events • Quarter 4 • 2021
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Rae's Driving School
200 Boston Post Road, Madison, CT 06443

203-245-8677

FULL COURSE
30 Hours Class Room
8 Hours Behind the Wheel Training
Take the Motor Vehicle Road Test at
Rae's Driving School

$499•R�uely$62500

Cash or Check

Gift Certificates Available
and will be honored
Special offer good until December 31, 2021

offer
good through
December
31,
2020
April
30th,
2020
SpecialSpecial
good from
December
2019 through

www.eventsmagazines.com
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Animal Control
Our Regional Shelter (Clinton, Westbrook, and Madison)
is located at 117 Nod Road, Clinton. Retrievals of lost pets,
and pet adoptions occur at the shelter by appointment
only. Please make arrangements with the Animal Control
Officer to schedule redemptions and possible adoptions.
Anyone redeeming their dog from the shelter is required
to have a current Town of Madison dog license if the dog
is six months or older.
Regular Hours
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
The hours at Animal Control are subject to change
without notice. Please leave a message as the voicemail is
monitored every day. Arrangements during other hours
can be made. All animal related calls received by the Police
Department will be handled by patrol officers when the
Animal Control Officers are unavailable.

MADISON
82 Bradley Road
203-245-1950
Call us for a Free Initial Consultation

Emergencies such as injured animal, bite, lost/found
animal please call the non-emergency number (203) 2456500 to speak to a dispatcher.

All services by Doctors of Audiology
www.countyhearingandbalance.com

Madison Town Hall
DIRECTORY
203-245-5600
www.madisonct.org

8 Campus Drive, Madison, CT 06443
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

203-206-0648

www.buellconstructionco.com
General Contracting Services
Remodeling and Additions
Kitchen & Bath
Home Renovations
Siding & Window Replacement
Custom Millwork

“Before beginning your next project, call
Buell Construction Company LLC for service
and quality you do not want to miss.

We look forward to hearing from you.”
CT HIC 0649898
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Animal Control ....................................................... 203-245-2721
Assessor .................................................................... 203-245-5652
Beach & Recreation ............................................... 203-245-5623
Building Department ......................................... 203-245-5618
Fire Marshal ............................................................. 203-245-5617
Emergency Management ................................... 203-245-5617
Health Department............................................... 203-245-5681
Human Resources ................................................. 203-245-5603
Inland/Wetlands .................................................... 203-245-5632
Madison Public Schools ...................................... 203-245-6300
Planning & Zoning ................................................ 203-245-5632
Police Department ................................................ 203-245-6500
Probate Court ......................................................... 203-245-5661
Public Works & Engineering .............................. 203-245-5611
Registrar of Voters ................................................. 203-245-5671
Selectmen’s Office ................................................ 203-245-5602
Senior Center .......................................................... 203-245-5627
Tax Collector ........................................................... 203-245-5641
Town Clerk/Vital Statistics.................................. 203-245-5672
Youth & Family Services ...................................... 203-245-5645
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Madison Public Schools Renewal Plan Public Forum
The public was
invited to join
the Board of
education at their
regular meeting
on October 26,
2021 at 7:30 pm
to learn more
about the Madison Schools Renewal
Plan, a comprehensive plan to address the
needs of our school facilities. There was a
presentation followed by a Q&A period.
The Madison Schools Renewal Plan
includes:
 onstructing a PreK-5 elementary school
•C
on the Green Hill Campus
 ransforming Brown Intermediate
•T
School into a K-5 school
•M
 aintaining Polson as a 6-8 school and
DHHS as 9-12

18
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•C
 ompleting significant renovations
at Polson including new Air Quality
Systems/HVAC, auditorium
modernization, and security
enhancements
The plan will result in the closure of two
of our oldest school buildings — Jeffrey
and Ryerson elementary schools - as well
as the Town Campus Learning Center
Preschool (TCLC), contracting the district
down to four buildings. Construction
would commence shortly after a successful

referendum and all new and renovated
buildings would open their doors in 2025.
The comprehensive plan selected and set
for a public referendum in Feb. 2022 will
allow our buildings to deliver improved
indoor air quality, comply with current
building codes, include enhanced school
security, and ultimately provide learning
environments that meet the needs of
education today and into the future.
Visit our District website at www.madison.
k12.ct.us/renewal to learn more.

www.eventsmagazines.com

APK Charities Corporation Fund Honors Local Soldier
To continue a legacy of good works honoring the life, bravery, and
humanitarian spirit of Captain Andrew Michael Pedersen-Keel,
APK Charities Corporation Endowment Fund joins the ranks
of Guilford Foundation
Legacy Funds.
For Bob and Helen
Pedersen-Keiser, parents
of Capt. Pedersen-Keel,
establishing the fund was
a purposeful step in the
APK Charities journey, a
non-profit they founded
following their son’s
ultimate sacrifice. On
March 11, 2013, Capt.
Pedersen-Keel was killed
in action in Eastern
Afghanistan, serving as
the commander of his
special forces detachment.
The mission of APK Charities is to provide financial and material
assistance to charitable organizations and causes. With shoreline
events including APK Charities annual APK 5K/5K Ruck Walk/
March in Guilford, APK Charities works to raise community

awareness and support for active and wounded warriors and their
families, and for the families of fallen warriors.
“Most Connecticut residents don’t have the opportunity to meet
or greet a soldier,” says Helen. “We feel that any message we can
put out there to remind the public that there is a military presence
in Connecticut, and of course throughout our country, is
important. That’s the strongest message at the APK race. It’s why
we ask soldiers to do the run/march in their fatigues.”
Capt. Pedersen-Keel was 28 and serving his second tour in
Afghanistan when he was killed in action alongside Staff Sgt. Rex
Schad, 26, of Oklahoma, and the team’s Military working dog,
BAK.
“Part of the Green Beret mission is to liberate the oppressed. He
was so focused on his mission with tribal leaders. It was stunning
what he accomplished in that province,” says Helen. “He could
light up a room…he just had the charisma. He was always making
connections between people. The police chief of that province was
also injured that day the team was hit; and he was heartbroken.
Andrew was his friend.”
APK supports four permanent charities including the Guilford
Foundation APK Charities Corporation Endowment Fund, and
APK Charities Corporation Endowment fund with the Madison
Continued on page 20
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Local Soldier… continued from page 19
Foundation, Special Forces Charitable Trust and Fisher House Connecticut. APK
supports a rotation of other charities, with support in 2017 going to Spikes K9
Fund and Wounded Warrior Family Support (not affiliated with the Wounded
Warrior project).
“We love supporting our charities,” says Helen.
“Andrew would be so happy to know we have done
something good.” Through Guilford Foundation’s
APK Charities Corporation Endowment Fund, as
well as the Madison Foundation endowment, APK
Charities now has a lasting endowment home on the
shoreline.
“Our mission was to blend the two towns,” says
Helen. “Bob and I are not from the shoreline, but
we’ve found our lives are blending between the
towns. Andrew lived in Madison. His picture is in
the Town Hall in Guilford. We held his memorial in
Madison, and his funeral mass in Guilford.”
APK Charities Corporation Endowment Fund helps
ensure Capt. Pedersen-Keel’s legacy continues.
“We certainly do appreciate that someday, Bob and I won’t be doing this,” says
Helen. “But thanks to The Guilford Foundation, APK Charities will live on in
perpetuity; and do good, like Andrew did.”

F R E E i n - h o m e Ev a l u a t i o n

203-639-3513

447 Spencer Plains Road, Westbrook

860.388.2298

• Home Heating Oil
• Propane
• Heating & Cooling
• Equipment & Installations
• 24 Hour Service
0402932-51
HOD 130 HCO 1120

100% Financing On All Equipment!
With today’s energy efficient equipment you can greatly reduce your
heating and cooling expenses.
Mutual Security Credit Union will provide flexible and convenient
financing options for Heating and Cooling Equipment.

• No down payment
• Rates as low as 4.99%*
• Loans up to $25,000
• Maximum term 72 months

100%

FINANCING
TO MEET
YOUR
BUDGET

Rebates up to $300 on Oil Fired Boilers,
Furnaces and Roth Oil Storage Tanks

SERVICE YOU CAN DEPEND ON
by
PROPANE
PRO
PANE
Bristol 860.589.4328
20

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Actual rate may vary and can be higher based on creditworthiness.
Offer valid on applications received from now until 12/31/2021. Property must be owner-occupied.
Maximum Line amount of $25,000 and a maximum term up to 72 months. All personal loans have
a $75 processing fee, which is deducted from the loan proceeds. Offer may be withdrawn at any
time. Membership in Mutual Security Credit Union is required with a minimum $5 deposit into a
Membership Account.

power-fuels.com
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Scranton Library
The first annual “Putting Around the Library Links,” an adults
and family mini-golf event within our Scranton Library at 801
Boston Post Road, Madison.
Save These Dates

Friday, November 5 from 6 to 9 pm.
Saturday, November 6, from 10 am to 4pm
Exciting fun is planned for adults and
families and Gulick & Co., Restoration
Contractors are this year’s major sponsor
for our FIRST ANNUAL “Putting Around
the Library Links”. Our Scranton Library,
at 801 Boston Post Road, Madison, will be
transformed into a curious and astonishing
mini-golf course with each tee remarkably
decorated by the tee’s sponsor.
Imagine this… You enter our library from the parking lot into the
“Pro Shop” - you will get a putter, ball and score card - elevator
up to the second floor – play through the stacks - on down the
staircase into the historical 1900 building - the Friends Café - the
fiction - finishing in the children’s room.

Old Saybrook Chamber of Commerce 2016

Business of the Year

Interior Painting Services
Walls & Trim
Doors & Windows
Accent Walls
Front Foyers
Ceilings
Varnish Work
Plaster & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage & Smoke Damage Repair
Wallpaper Removal
Taping, Nail Pops & Crack Repair

Spray Shop Services
Kitchen Cabinets
Benjamin Moore Paints
Fine Paints of Europe Paints
OLD SAYBROOK, CT

www.ﬁtzgeraldpainting.com

The Scranton Library Friends are excited to announce that Gulick & Co.
Restoration Contractors are our major sponsor for this annual event. Holding
the banner are Board members Sandy Long, Betsey Piner and Denise Rose.
Not pictured are committee members Barbra Buckley and Barbara Carney and
Marta Carbone.

You’ve earned a treat. Ready for the “Club House”?
Adults Only Friday, November 5 from 6 to 9 pm.
Adults (21 or older) are $40 in advance and $45 at the door. The
“Club House” awaits with wine, beer, our signature cocktail and
hors d’oeuvres. Reservations/Tee times are recommended and can
be made on line at scrantonlibraryfriends.wordpress.com.

Ethan O’Brien Nominated for USA
Football Heart of a Giant Award
Daniel Hand High School Senior Ethan
O’Brien has been nominated for the
USA Football Heart of a Giant Award.
The Heart of a Giant Award is a TriState award given by USA Football in
partnership with the New York Giants
to recognize young people of high
character who have shown perseverance
in the face of obstacles.
Ethan was nominated by his coach, Erik
Becker, who said Ethan is “a gentleman,
a scholar, & an athlete. He embodies
all that we hope our players will strive
to be. I nominated Ethan because of
the adversity he has overcome & the
exceptional young man he is.”
Ethan has been a member of the Hand
varsity football team since his freshman
year. Of the 30 nominees, Ethan is the
only student from Connecticut.

With the tragic
loss of his father
in a car accident
when Ethan was
three years old,
he was raised by
his mother. Ethan
said, “Football
has helped make
me confident and helped mold me as
a man. Being raised by a single mom,
football has really helped me with being
a true responsible, genuine man. My
coaches through the years have taught
me a lot and I am truly appreciative for
that.”
Use this link to learn more about Ethan
and cast your vote!
https://usafootball.com/
hoagvote/#nominees

860-388-4595
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Family Fun Play, Saturday, November 6, from 10
am to 4pm (last tee time of 3pm) is $5/person with
a maximum of $25/family. Families will find fresh
popcorn and treats featured in the “Club House.”
A food truck will be in the parking lot to provide
complete food services. There are no tee times for
Saturday. Drop in at any time.
Tickets for both Friday and Saturday will be available
at the door. Cash, check and credit cards will be
accepted.
Check our website: scrantonlibraryfriends.wordpress.
com for more information.
If you want sponsor this
event and advertise your
Call Barbara Carney at:
203-494-5477, or email:
bcarney.realtor@gmail.
com. Tee/hole sponsorship
is $250.

THE PREMIER
STEAKHOUSE ON
THE SHORE
Madison Events • Quarter 4 • 2021

860.662.4000

3-9 pm | Tuesday - Saturday
78 Main Street, Centerbrook
blackjaxsaloon.com | jack@blackjaxs.com
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Madison Land Conservation Trust
Tuesday, November 9, 7:00 pm
MLCT Virtual Annual Meeting:
“Mushroom Hunting and Amateur Mycology:
We Hunt Mushrooms, We Study Fungi”
with Bill Yule

Bill Yule will speak about mushrooms
at the Madison Land Trust virtual
annual meeting.

Foraging for edible wild mushrooms is becoming increasingly popular
across the country. Learn how to do this safely with field biologist
and educator Bill Yule. Bill is a long-time member of the Connecticut
Mycological Society, and has given presentations about all aspects of
mycology across North America. He is a principal identifier, lecturer
and presenter on mushroom forays in the east for over 25 years, and
participates in numerous events for amateur mycological clubs and
environmental organizations. Bill is a former high school biology
teacher, who has taught at the Connecticut River Museum in Essex for
the past 18 years. He will discuss the popularity of growing mushrooms
at home for food, medicine and trade as part of a new wave of “eat local,
eat organic” movements. Learn how amateur mushroom hunters have
become increasingly involved with helping document fungal diversity to
assist with habitat preservation.
Visit www.madisonlandtrust.org to get the Zoom meeting link.

WMRD
105.3 - FM
1150 - AM
Middletown - Hartford

I love the view
from my office.
WLIS
97.3 - FM
1420 - AM

Jason Bond champions the trees,
landscapes and property investments
of the customers in his care. And he’s
one of the many reasons we’ve
become the premier scientific tree
and shrub care company in the world.

Old Saybrook - New London

203-453-1357
bartlett.com/Guilford-CT

The Best of the Valley & Shoreline!!

EVERY TREE NEEDS A CHAMPION.

JASON BOND
Arborist and
Bartlett Champion

We are

News, Weather, Sports, Traffic, Music, Talk
and Opinion, from around the Corner
and around the World!!

We’ve Got Personality!!!
www.wliswmrd.net
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Education Initiatives in Connecticut
Across the state of Connecticut, administrators, teachers and
students are well underway with their lesson plans for the
2021 school year. While educators are accustomed to teaching their students language arts, history, math and science,
another important discussion to have with younger generations in the classroom is energy efficiency. Throughout the
years, Eversource has provided educational programming
to hundreds of schools across the state, cultivating positive
energy behaviors and ensuring students know ways they
can make a positive impact
on the planet. Eversource,
an Energize ConnecticutSM
sponsor, offers eesmarts™,
Green STEP and Home Energy
Challenges to encourage students and parents to make
changes in their everyday
lives, leaving a healthy planet
for generations to come.

Technical Education Program) provides young people with
energy efficiency knowledge and skills in their chosen trade,
as well as awareness of related career pathways through
real-world learning experiences. It gives students the opportunity to research, analyze and implement energy-efficiency
strategies in their schools and communities. There are almost
4,000 students enrolled in the program, and Eversource
hopes that many of those students can one day gain employment in the energy efficiency
industry.

Eversource also offers the
Home Energy Challenge. The
Home Energy Challenge was
created in 2020 by Eversource,
because of at-home schooling becoming commonplace
across the nation. It was
designed to provide families
across Eversource’s service
territories at-home energy
conservation projects that
eesmarts™ consists of an
educate students and their
annual contest, professional
development workshops for
Second-place winner for Kindergarten, Raegan Phanavong of New Britain. families. Between May 2020
and August 2021, Eversource
educators, energy efficiency
provided four unique topics – insulation, home energy conlessons for students, and resources for parents. The popular
servation, LED lighting and energy transformation – and had
eesmarts™ annual student contest asks students to answer
nearly 2,700 participants across CT, MA and NH.
grade level-specific prompts, like a poster or a public service
announcement. This year, more than 244 students across the
The current education programs offered by Eversource,
state submitted entries and we hope to continue increasing
through Energize CTSM, and new programs that will come
participation each year. James Waters of Mystic, who attends
to life, aim to educate our communities on actions they can
St. Bernard School in Montville, was the first-place winner for
take to make our planet thrive for years to come. Teaching
sixth grade and wrote a persuasive speech about how the
about renewable energy and energy efficiency now will help
state can become more energy efficient. When asked about
equip younger generations in the future. We hope to be givthe contest, he said, “I learned that helping save the enviing students a foundation to keep innovating, learning and
ronment with clean sources and renewable energy is very
practicing ways to combat climate change. For more informaimportant.” Second-place winner for Kindergarten, Raegan
tion on how to get involved in Eversource’s energy efficiency
Phanavong of New Britain created a drawing and she said, “
education offerings, please visit www.eversource.com.
Mr. K (art teacher) gave clues on recycling. So, I drew Daddy
recycling and I turned off the lights in the morning that
we used at night. ” Winners of the competition received a
box in the mail from Eversource with their certificate, an
eesmarts™ water bottle, energy-efficient night light and an
Amazon gift card. Look for details about the next student
contest in early 2022.
To encourage and prepare our vocational high school students to enter green careers, Green STEP (Sustainability
PAID FOR BY EVERSOURCE
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The

last word…

Presented by Dave Adams

SCSU Baseball Coach Tim Shea - From a baseball
dream to a baseball dream job…
by Sigrid Kun

SOME THINGS ARE JUST MEANT TO BE….
Coach Shea and SCSU simply go together. But SCSU was never in the plans.
Shea was recruited by UCONN as a student athlete – following in his big brother’s
footsteps. It was the Big East, with annual College World Series opportunities.
The perfect fit.
“I left before the first workout,” recounts Shea. Home sick and feeling lost on a
large campus, Shea was thinking UNH. Then, Shea experienced one of the most
influential conversations of his life. Two simple questions from Joe Tonelli, Shea’s
former athletic director at Notre Dame HS and assistant coach at UNH. ‘Why do
you want to go to UNH?’ Shea’s simple answer – great baseball program.

determination and mental toughness. From there, he gets to know
his players and what makes them tick. “The more you know a player,
the better suited you are to motivate them and help them reach their
full potential,” he explains. Having effective practices requires strong
time management skills. Structure and discipline are necessary so
that players respond as expected in tough situations.
The players hold a special place in Shea’s heart, not just accomplishments on the field but also in their professional and family lives.
Many are married, have children. They are police officer, firemen,
teachers, coaches, businessmen, and even a Navy Seal. “I’m so proud
of each and every one of them,” Shea underscores.
Tim and Son TJ at post-game conference.
Photography courtesy SCSU Athletics.

Like for so many kids, Tim Shea had the dream - the lure of
being a major league baseball player. While the West Haven
Little Leaguer didn’t get to the MLB, he’s found his baseball
home as head baseball coach at Southern Connecticut State University.

‘What do you want to study and what profession do you want after playing?’ After
some thought Shea’s reply was possibly a teacher and a coach. Shea recalls an
unforgettable response. “Then why the hell do you want to go to UNH? Right up
the road is Southern. They have exactly what you are looking for!”
Left to right: Nick
Deprospo, Kyle
Rosadino and
Head Coach Tim
Shea celebrate a
NCAA win!

Shea blossomed as a SCSU student athlete. The two-year captain led the nation
in doubles per game in 1987, his senior year. He was team MVP in 1985 and
Second-Team All-Conference in 1986. He secured a degree in Special Education,
a teaching job and coached football and baseball at NDHS before arriving back
at SCSU in 1991 as an assistant and becoming head coach in 2001. Over his 32year tenure coaching the Owls, there are six NCAA Tournament appearances and
two NCAA World Series berths. Shea is a three-time Northeast 10 Conference
Coach of the Year and a three-time Northeast Regional Coach of the Year. He’s
had 8 seasons of 30 or more wins. On May 1, 2019 he captured his 467th victory
to become the winningest coach in program history.
KEYS TO SUCCESS
While there are so many analytics (spin ratios, launch angles), Shea trusts his eyes
when determining whether a player has what it takes or not. Along with skill set,
Shea looks for intangibles like being willing to sacrifice, accountability, dedication,
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THE LOVE OF BASEBALL / FAMILY
Shea’s love of baseball derives from his family. His mother and father
encouraged him to play sports. “My Dad was not only the absolute
best father one could ask for, he was also the best coach,” reflects
Shea. Shea tagged along with his brother to play in sand lot games.
Playing baseball with the older kids showed Shea that he could
compete.
Family is still central to Shea – from walking the dog with his wife,
golfing with his son, playing dominoes with his wife, mother, mother
and father-in-law … or, his favorite, playing with his two granddaughters. And there’s that memorable moment in his coaching
career. “Slapping my son TJ’s hands as he rounded third base after
hitting a game tying 3-run homerun at the College World Series,” he
relates. “And then, later that evening, sharing the stage with him at
the post-game conference and hear him deflect all the praise for his
performance to the play and comradery of his teammates. I was not
just a proud coach but also a proud father. It doesn’t get any better
than that!”
WHAT KEEPS HIM GOING?
There are two things. “One is my players,” Shea says. “I just love that
I am able to be a small part of their lives. Helping them to reach their
full potential on and off the field. The second thing that keeps me
going is the chase. I tell my players every day: ‘Chase perfection to
catch excellence.’ I love the chase, the process, the journey. Trying to
get better every day so that at the end of a season something magical
might happen.”
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