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Is there a Bark Park in 
Bauer Park’s Future?
 

Several Connecticut towns have 
established dog parks and many 
more are in development. Benefits 
of a dog park include:

•	 Providing	an	opportunity	for	dog	owners	
to	socialize	

•	 Providing	a	safe,	fenced	area	to	let	a	dog	
run,	socialize	and	play,	legally

•	 An	exercised	dog	is	a	happier	dog	(less	
barking,	destructive	behavior)

•	 Giving	persons	with	limited	mobility,	or	the	
elderly,	the	opportunity	to	allow	their	dogs	
to	get	exercise

•	 Promoting	the	enforcement	of	dog	control	
laws	such	as	licensing	and	rabies	shots,	
making	safer	and	healthier	neighborhoods

•	 Great	family	activity

A proposal to establish an off-
leash dog park on the east side 
of Copse Road at Bauer Park has 
been submitted. The park would 
encompass approximately 1.25 
acres with a double gate entrance 
separating the smaller/younger 
dogs under 25 pounds and the 
larger dogs over 25 pounds. The 
proposed dog park would include 
shade trees, benches, picnic tables, 

(continued on page 2) 
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Due to the existing leash 
law, dogs in Madison are 
not allowed to roam free 

on public property. They must be 
properly leashed with an imposable 
fine for noncompliance, according 
to State Statute (sec. 22-364). Fines 
can range up to $100. Recently, the 
Board of Selectman, the Beach and 
Recreation Commission and the 
Beach and Recreation Department 
revised the town’s leash laws so 
that, as a result, leashed dogs and 
their owners are allowed in the 
town’s beach parking lots which 
includes the Surf Club, and East 
and West Wharf beaches. The 
intention is to encourage dog 
walkers onto scenic town roads 
while prohibiting them from the 
beach and picnic areas, except 
during the off season when the 
nature trails at the Surf Club are 
available. While this change in the 
the town’s leash law is a promising 

development to 
residents who 
wish to walk their 
dogs along the 
water, the lack of 
sidewalks from 
Seaview Avenue 
to Surf Club Road 
poses a safety issue 
for all involved. 

Have you heard the news? A group of Madison dog 
owners/lovers has been in discussion with both the 
Bauer Park Advisory Committee and the Beach and 
Recreation Commission to explore the possibilty of 
establishing an off-leash dog park at Bauer Park! 

S u m m e r  2 0 1 1  e d i t i o n

Bauer Park is now on Facebook:   
http://www.facebook.com/

bauerparkmadisonct
Post photos, see event updates,  

and read about what’s  
happening at Bauer Park!



Two and a half year old Otis 
thinks Bauer Park is an 
extraordinary place. The  
park is especially wonderful 

for Otis since he is new to Madison.  
He loves the wide open spaces and 
it provides a nice quiet place for 
him to walk and connect with  
his owners. 
Otis is a Shepherd/Border Collie 
mix.  He is a rescue dog who was 
adopted by Peter, Lyndia, Steven 
and Andrew Haff. He has only lived 
in Madison for a couple of months.  
Bauer Park has been so helpful to 
Otis since he is just getting used to 
all the new places in Madison.  

Otis is very energetic.  He can run 
very fast and has been described as 
a bullet dog. He is friendly and he 
never barks. At the park, he has met 
other dogs such as Cocoa and many 
more.  Bauer Park gives him an 
opportunity to explore, chase balls, 
and play with his new friends.   
When Otis is not at Bauer Park, he  
loves to take walks down the street,  
cuddle with his family and occasion- 
ally play soccer. His new family 
is thrilled to have Otis as a new 
member of the family. So if you are 
ever visiting Bauer Park, make sure 
to welcome Otis to Madison.
 — Matthew tracy, age 10
 

A dog for all seasons

a doggie water fountain, decorative  
fire hydrant, and waste bag dispenser. 
Funding of the park would be 
entirely through tax deductible 
donations and fundraising efforts. 

Of course, while an off-leash dog 
park is a wonderful recreational 
outlet for dogs and their owners, 
there are rules to help keep it a  
safe and clean environment.  
Some proposed rules for the dog 
park include:

•	 Dog	owners	and	handlers	are	responsible	
for	the	actions	of	their	dogs.	

•	 All	dogs	must	have	current	vaccinations,	
be	licensed,	free	of	parasites	and	
infections

•	 Dogs	must	display	a	current	license	and	
wear	a	collar	with	ID

•	 Aggressive	dogs	or	dogs	less	than	4	
months	of	age	are	not	allowed	in	the	park

•	 All	dog	waste	must	be	picked	up	promptly	
and	noncompliance	may	result	in	a	fine

Is there a Bark Park in our Future? (continued from page 1)

•	 No	children	under	the	age	of	4	are	
admitted	to	the	dog	park.	Children	under	
the	the	age	of	12	must	be	accompanied	
by	an	adult

•	 No	more	than	2	dogs	per	person	may	
enter	the	dog	park

•	 Dogs	must	be	kept	in	the	appropriate	
“small	dog”	(under	25	pounds)	or	“large	
dog	(over	25	pounds)	section	of	the	park

•	 No	smoking	or	food	of	any	kind	is	
permitted

•	 Park	hours	are	dawn	to	dusk

There are many wonderful benefits 
that a community dog park offers. 
A dog park can enhance the enjoy-
ment of owners and their dogs. So 
stay tuned: The Bark Park at Bauer 
Park will hopefully be coming soon 
for a dog dear to you!

— NaNcy Lockwood

Otis: Dog of the Month!
This article is the third in a series, written by the kids of Bauer Park, 
about the dogs of Bauer Park (and their owners).

Sign up for the Beach & recreation Department’S nature LiStServ!  
to reaD aBout environmentaL programS anD eventS at Bauer park, 
rockLanD preServe, the griSwoLD property anD the town BeacheS. 

SenD a meSSage to gazDac@maDiSonct.org anD put  
“nature LiStServ” in the SuBject Line.



Bauer Park is one of Madison’s 
last large expanses of OPEN open 
space:  what was once a thriving 
farm and homestead for the 
Bauer Brothers. Thanks to their 
enormously generous donation, 
it is one of the only unforested 
public lands in town--a place 
where residents can enjoy sunlight, 
meadows, bucolic vistas and 
gardening space. 

What has become a troublesome 
nuisance, however, is the few 
dog owners who allow their dogs 
to run free, contrary to Town of 
Madison Ordinances that state 
that all dogs are required to be on 
leash. Irresponsible owners also 
allow their dogs to run through the 
community gardens and neglect 
to pick up after them despite the 
various signs posted around the 
gardens. The Park is a beautiful 
place to walk for both young 
and not so young to explore the 
wonders of nature. Do parents also 
have to watch their child’s every 
step so they don’t step in dog dirt? 

Even well-meaning dog owners 
can create problems for others 
by letting their dogs run free at 
Bauer. Otherwise friendly and 
well-behaved dogs don’t recognize 
fences, and often run through 
community garden plots, causing 
damage to tender plants. They may 
also intimidate those who aren’t 
comfortable around dogs, as well as 
children and school groups visiting 
the park. And, in the event that 
they approach a not-so-friendly dog 
who IS on leash, it’s certainly not 
fair to the responsible owner when 
a fight breaks out. 

There appears to be a rumor 
spreading that Bauer Park is the 
one place in town where you 
can go with your dog where you 
are allowed to let them off leash. 
Please be aware that this is, in fact, 

Has Bauer Park 
Gone to the Dogs?
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They’re BAAAACK!
Bauer’s	red-tailed	hawks	have	done	it	again.	Last	year	the	park’s	infamous	“Diva	
Hawk”	successfully	launched	two	fledgelings	from	her	nest	high	in	one	of	the	Norway	
Spruce	trees	behind	the	classroom,	a	rare	glimpse	of	raptor	reproduction	in	full	view	of	
park	visitors,	who	watched	with	delight.	The	juvenile	pair	could	be	seen	throughout	the	
year	around	the	park,	often	in	the	same	tree	together.	
Success	literally	breeds	success.	This	spring	hawks	were	spotted	sprucing	up	the	
same	nest	(pun	intended).	It’s	impossible	to	know	which	bird	it	was,	but	probably	safe	
to	assume	that	it’s	one	of	the	family	members.	Sure	enough,	two	more	young	hawks	
hatched	recently,	confirming	that	Bauer	Park	is	Home,	Sweet	Home	for	these	raptors.  

by giNNy raff 
March fifth was a cool spring day 
with still a touch of snow on the 
ground when 30 stalwart souls, 
including several children and a 
few dogs, followed Bauer  Park 
Advisory Committee member 
John Paulson on a delightful walk 
through the woods and grassy 
meadows of Bauer Park. John 
first led the group up through 
the woodland path where spring 
melting was well underway and 
maple sugaring had already begun. 
They then crossed the road to the 
pond and continued up through the 
meadow and past the community 
gardens. One walker, exclaiming 

Greenway Trail visits Bauer Park
about what a wonderful walk it had 
been, said that she had never been 
to Bauer Park even though she lives 
on the Post Road in Madison.

The walk was one of a series of 
First Saturday Walks sponsored 
by the Shoreline Greenway Trail 
every month at 10AM, rain or 
shine or in this case snow and 
ice. John Paulson also serves 
on the Board of Directors of the 
Shoreline Greenway Trail. For 
further information about future 
First Saturday Walks, visit www.
shorelinegreenwaytrail.org. The 
walks are usually moderate, and 
everyone is welcome.

not true. Pets must be on a leash 
at all times and owners must be 
responsible for, and clean up after, 
their pets.  

The Bauer Park Advisory 
Committee, along with the Beach 
& Recreation Commission and 
Department staff, are currently 
working with some interested 
residents to plan and construct 
an off-leash dog park at Bauer 
Park. Until that becomes a reality, 
however, all pets must be leashed. 

The Committee Members and 
Department staff members enjoy 
seeing everyone  —including those 
with dogs—involved with and 
experiencing all that Bauer Park  
has to offer, but we must ask 
that everyone abide by the rules. 

Dogs can’t read the signs; only 
people can. Please don’t spoil the 
experience for others by your own 
desire to let your pet run free.



Bauer Park Classes 
and Programs, 
Summer 2011

Children’s Programs

MINI-EXPLORERS
Come learn about nature and science through activities 
such as hiking, singing, games, reading and crafts. 
For Preschoolers ages 3-5, accompanied by an adult.
Fee: $8/class

SUMMER STROLL
Friday,	7/15	(Rain	date:	Friday,	7/22)	
10:00	–	11:00	a.m.
Search	for	some	of	the	critters	that	live	in	the	meadow	
and	forest,	and	learn	more	about	the	park’s	habitats,	
plants	and	animals.
#101041D	 Fee:	$8

THE	WONDER	OF	WATER
Friday,	8/12
10:00	–	11:00	a.m.
Playing	in	water	is	a	summer	ritual.	Come	play	WITH	
water	as	we	do	some	fun	experiments	to	help	us	learn	
a	few	interesting	facts	about	water.	
Program	#101041F
Fee:	$8

ARE	CRABS	REALLY	CRABBY?
Friday,	9/9
Program	#101041M				10:00	–	11:00	a.m.
Program	#101041N				1:00	–	2:00	p.m.	
How	many	legs	do	crabs	have,	what	direction	do	crabs	
walk,	which	crab	isn’t	a	crab,	and	are	crabs	really	
crabby?	Come	meet	a	crab	and	find	out!
Fee:	$8

Summer Camps

WOODWORKING	WONDERS	NATURE	CAMP
Monday	-	Friday	
9:00	am	–	12:00	pm
#101065E		7/11-7/15		Butterflies	and	Boats
#101065F		7/25-7/29		Rhythms	of	Nature	and	Drums
#101065I			8/8-8/12				Nature’s	Movement	and		
	 															Race	Cars
#101065J		8/15-8/19		Treasures	in	Nature	and		
	 															Jewelry	Boxes
What	could	be	more	fun	than	exploring	nature	and	
woodworking	together?	In	this	week-long	adventure	
we’ll	catch	and	raise	butterflies,	explore	the	pond,	
woods	and	gardens,	and	create	an	amazing	wooden	
masterpiece!	Each	week	will	have	a	different	theme	
and	project.For	children	entering	grades	K-4.
Instructor:	Shari	Lariviere	
Fee:	$87

AQUA	CAMP
Tuesday-Friday,	7/5-7/8
9:30	a.m.	–	12:00	p.m.
How	is	a	pond	different	from	the	ocean?	Can	the	same	
kinds	of	plants	and	animals	live	in	both	environments?	
Explore	freshwater	and	saltwater	ecosystems,	
Tuesday	and	Wednesday	at	Bauer	Park	and	Thursday	
and	Friday	at	the	Surf	Club.	We’ll	collect	and	study	
aquatic	animals,	and	test	and	compare	water	quality	at	
both	sites.	For	children	entering	grades	1-3.
Instructor:	Julie	Ainsworth
Program	#101065B
Fee:	$42

JUNIOR	MARINE	BIOLOGY	CAMP
Monday-Friday,	7/11-7/15
9:00	a.m.	–	2:00	p.m.
Students	will	investigate	the	unique	properties	of	
water	and	aquatic	ecosystems,	make	nature	art,	read	
books,	play	games,	hike,	collect,	observe,	and	explore	
different	aquatic	environments.	Three	days	will	be	at	
the	Surf	Club,	one	we’ll	meet	in	Stony	Creek	for	a	ferry	
ride	to	Outer	Island,	and	another	we’ll	meet	at	Bauer	to	
explore	the	pond.	For	children	entering	grades	2-4.
Instructor:	Wendy	Sabol
#101065H	 	 Fee:	$102

MARINE	BIOLOGY	CAMP
Monday-Friday,	8/22-8/26
9:00	am	–	2:00	pm
Become	a	field	biologist	and	investigate	Connecticut’s	
coastal	waters.	Conduct	experiments,	collect	data	and	
learn	about	the	organisms	that	inhabit	Long	Island	
Sound	using	field	research	techniques.	Four	days	will	
be	based	at	the	Surf	Club,	exploring	sandy	beaches,	
tidepools,	and	salt	marshes.	The	fifth	day,	we’ll	visit	
science	labs	and	take	a	marine	study	cruise	at	Project	
Oceanology	in	Groton,	CT.	Campers	should	have	
a	serious	interest	in	math,	science	and	the	marine	
environment.	For	students	entering	grades	5	–	8.	
Instructor:	Julie	Ainsworth
#	101065D	 	 Fee:	$102

MADISON	QUIDDITCH	LEAGUE
Monday-Friday,	8/15-8/19
6:00-8:00	p.m.
Grab	your	fastest	broomstick	and	fly	on	over	to	the	
Madison	Quidditch	League!	With	guidance	and	rules	
provided	by	the	International	Quidditch	Association,	
you’ll	learn	to	play	the	magical	world’s	favorite	sport	
and	develop	skills	and	cultural	knowledge	to	rival	
those	of	Harry	Potter	himself!	All	equipment	(including	
Firebolt	broomsticks)	is	provided.	All	athletes	will	
receive	a	League	t-shirt.	Ages	9-12.
Flying	Instructor:	Kate	Ainsworth
#101021D	 	 Fee:	$37

r o l l  u P  y o u r  S l e e v e S  a n d . . .

This is an abbreviated listing; a full listing of Bauer Park educational programs 
and information is available at http://www.madisonct.org/bauerpark.html.  
Bauer Park is located at 257 Copse Road. If you would like to be added to the 
Bauer Park e-mail announcements list, please include your e-mail address when 
registering for programs; it will not be shared with any other organization.

General/Family Programs

BEGINNING	BIRDING
Saturday,	6/25
8:00-10:00	a.m.
Learn	the	basics	of	birding	as	we	explore	the	fields	
and	forest.	Binoculars	and	field	guides	will	be	provided	
or	bring	your	own.
Program	#101073A	 Individual	Fee:		$5
Program	#101073B		 Family	of	4+	Fee:		$15

LEAF	AND	BARK	TEE	SHIRT	ART
Saturday,	7/9
10:00	a.m.	–	12:00	p.m.
Use	nature	to	create	artistic	expression	that	you	can	
wear!	Collect	natural	objects	to	make	colorful	prints.		
#101073C		 	 Individual	Fee:		$5
#101073D	 	 Family	of	4+	Fee:		$15

FLOAT	YOUR	BOAT!
Sunday,	7/10
1:00-3:00	p.m.	
Become	a	nautical	engineer	and	construct	a	boat	from	
natural	materials	at	Bauer	Park.	
#101041A	 	 Individual	Fee:		$5		 	
#101041B	 	 Family	of	4+	Fee:		$15

PONDING	FOR	FAMILIES	
Saturday,	7/16,	1:00-3:00	p.m.	 	 	
Saturday,	8/20,	10:00a.m-12:00	p.m
Children	of	all	ages	are	welcome	to	come	dip	in	the	
pond	with	nets.		
7/16				 #101041I	 Individual	Fee:		$5	 	
	 #101041J	 Family	of	4+:		$15	
8/20		 #101041K			 Individual	Fee:		$5	
	 #101041L				Family	of	4+:		$15

BUTTERFLY	WALK	
Saturday,	7/30	
10:00	a.m.	-	12:00	p.m.	
Led	by	the	Connecticut	Butterfly	Association	(CBA),	
this	walk	will	focus	on	the	open	fields.		Children	are	
welcome	with	adults.	This	event	is	FREE	and	open	to	
the	public.		No	advance	registration	is	necessary.		

Jeffrey School first graders explore the pond on a field trip to Bauer.
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The meadows may 
be blooming now, 
but haying season 
is not far off!

Yes, the 2011 
Harvest Festival is 
fast approaching,  
and we’re already 
lining up  
volunteers. 

Please join us! 

Whether you 
have a lot or a 
little time to spare, 
there are so many 
ways to help. Call 
(203) 245-5623 
for more info.  

. . . G e t  i n v o l v e d  a t  t h e  P a r k
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Community Gardener Summer Reminders

1.  Please remember to let someone know if you are going to be away and 
want ripe vegetables harvested for the Madison Food Bank. We’re going 
to continue to provide as much as people can spare, and will be discuss-
ing ways to collect the food to make it as easy as possible for gardeners to 
contribute. Let’s not waste food!

2.  For those gardeners who still have perennials and permanent gardens 
planted in the former perennial and organic plots up near Copse Rd, 
south of the farmhouse: plants and fencing will need to be moved by Oc-
tober 10th. This includes any tomato baskets, posts, etc. The new design of 
that area will begin shortly after that and we don’t want to harm plants 
that people want to transplant to their homes. I will be posting ways to 
move and winter over perennials in pots on the bulletin board by the 
former perennial gardens and the community gardens.

Summer is upon us and that means that our monthly volunteer 
maintenance projects have resumed at the park. These projects 
happen once a month on designated Saturdays from 9 to 11 
a.m. No need to preregister; just show up! Meet at the Bauer 
Park classroom. Don’t forget your gloves and any tools that 
you think may be helpful for the scheduled project.
July 9th – Blueberry patch maintenance. We will need to prune back some 
dead wood off the shrubs and pull some weeds from around their trunks 
to get them ready for good fruit production. 

august 6th – Invasive plant eradication. Join us in identifying and 
eliminating invasive plant species in the park.

September 10th – Several trees in the apple orchard have died or been 
severely damaged over the last few years. Due to a few individuals’ 
generous donations of trees in memory of loved ones, we will have 
replacement trees to plant. There will also be some weeding and light 
maintenance of the existing trees. 

october 1st – Harvest Festival preparation. With the festival two weeks 
later we will clean up the park to prepare for the upcoming events.

These projects are subject to change based on turnout and unforeseen park needs. 
Please contact the Beach and Recreation Department for more information. 

I
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