
 SUBJECT TO APPROVAL  

  
MEETING DATE:   MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2016 

    7:00 P.M.  

 

MEETING PLACE:    JAMES MADISON ROOM (ROOM A) - TOWN CAMPUS 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 
MINUTES 

7:00 p.m. Regular Session 

 

First Selectman Banisch called the Regular Session of Monday, September 26, 2016 to 

order at 7:00 p.m. Present were First Selectman Banisch, Selectman Goldberg, Selectman Hale, 

Selectwoman Walker (via telephone) and Selectman Wilson.  

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Eagle Scout Matthew Sanford led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

2. Approval of minutes  

 

MOVED by Selectman Hale and seconded by Selectman Wilson to APPROVE the 

minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting held on October 11, 2016.  

 

VOTE: This motion to approve the minutes of October 11, 2016 was approved 

unanimously.  

 

3. First Selectman’s Comments:  

Reserved for the end of the meeting.  

 

4. Citizen Comments: 

 

Barbara Davis stated that she was concerned as to why the tax freeze ordinance was 

being held up and she hoped that this meeting would clarify the next steps and the 

timeframe. She also stated that she fully supports the Library in their efforts to grow to 

meet the needs of the residents of Madison. Regarding the Special Appropriation request 

for Special Education, she stated that she hoped the residents would be given an 

explanation of the reasons for the request.  

 

Gus Horvath of Aylesbury Circle questioned  if the Senior Tax Freeze Ordinance could 

be added to the call of the meeting on November 28
th

 (item 10).  

 

Walter Lippmann of Sycamore Lane stated that if a resident sees an issue in town, they 

should call the Department of Public Works or the Selectman’s Office to pass on the 

information. He also stated that perhaps one night per week, one of the Selectman could 

be available between 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. to take matters of concern from the public.  



 

Tina Garrity of Wickford Place stated that she was in attendance to support the Library. 

She stated that she hosts a meeting in the building each month and the room she uses has 

limited services available. Ms. Garrity stated that the building should be updated as a 

matter of pride for the residents.  

 

Art Wiley of Lawson Drive stated that he was interested in the discussion on the right-of-

way ordinance and that he also encourages the Board of Selectman to publish the 

proposed Ordinance changes on the website.  

 

Ellen Miller of Copperstone Lane stated that she was in attendance to support the Library 

expansion; she stated that the library has been an integral part of her life and her 

daughter’s life and added that there were many other aspects that make this project 

beneficial for the town.  

 

Kevin Garrity of Wickford Place stated that he has been a resident for a long time and 

that he has seen many improvements throughout the years. He stated that the Library was 

another worthwhile improvement for the Town. Mr. Garrity also noted that the office 

space at the Library was not adequate for the employees.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

5. Discuss and take action on a proclamation honoring Boy Scout Matthew J. Sanford.  

 

DISCUSSION: Selectman Wilson read aloud the proclamation. Selectwoman Walker 

also recognized the support of Matthew’s family in his achievement.  

 

MOVED by Selectman Hale and seconded by Selectman Wilson to APPROVE a 

proclamation honoring Boy Scout Matthew J. Sanford.  

 

VOTE: This motion was approved unanimously.    

 

6. Presentation regarding the Veteran's Day 2016 " Boots to Suits" Initiative. 

 

DISCUSSION: Bob Barrett of the Knights of Columbus stated that the drive helps to 

bring returning Veterans back into the workforce by providing them with the proper attire 

for job interviews, etc. They are looking for gently used men’s and women’s suits and 

business attire.  

 

7. Discuss and take action on special appropriation request of $180,000 from the Madison 

Public Schools to add to the reserve fund for unanticipated external placements for 

Special Education students for tuition and transportation related services established by 

the Board of Finance, November 18, 2009. 

 

 DISCUSSION: Selectman Wilson stated that the Special Education reimbursement from 

the state is usually unknown so the Board of Education likes to keep a reserve to fund 

expenditures for Special Education programs. This Special Appropriation will reimburse 



the reserve. He added that the funds are anonymous and therefore it cannot be reported on 

which student the funds were spent. This protects the student. 

 

 MOVED by Selectman Hale and seconded by Selectman Goldberg to APPROVE a 

special appropriation request of $180,000 from the Madison Public Schools to add to the 

reserve fund for unanticipated external placements for Special Education students for 

tuition and transportation related services established by the Board of Finance, November 

18, 2009.  

 

 VOTE: This motion was approved unanimously.    

 

8. Discuss and take action to call a Special Town Meeting on Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

at 7:00 p.m. in Town Campus Room A. The purpose of this meeting is to:    

 

Discuss and take action on special appropriation request of $180,000 from the 

Madison Public Schools to add to the reserve fund for unanticipated external 

placements for Special Education students for tuition and transportation related 

services established by the Board of Finance, November 18, 2009. 

 

MOVED by Selectman Hale and seconded by Selectman Wilson to APPROVE calling a 

Special Town Meeting on Tuesday, November 15, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in Town Campus 

Room A.  

 

VOTE: This motion was approved unanimously.    

 

9. Discuss proposed changes to Town Ordinance, Article I, Sec. 12-1.  

 

DISCUSSION: First Selectman Banisch stated that there was a request from a resident to 

update the Ordinance of what kind of traffic was prohibited on the sidewalks downtown. 

He read aloud the proposed changes as follows:  

 

Sec. 12-1. Riding  on  sidewalks. 

(a) All manner of transportation including, but not limited to, bicycles, roller blades 

and skateboards (with the exception of baby carriages/strollers) is prohibited on 

the public sidewalks of the  downtown  business area of the town. Such area is 

defined as follows: 

(1)  The northerly side of the  Boston  Post Road from its intersection with Scotland 

Avenue to its intersection with Durham Road (Route # 79); 

(2)  The southerly side of Boston Post Road from its intersection with Sampson Rock 

Drive, westerly to its intersection with Meigs Avenue. 

(a) The penalty for violation of the provisions of this section shall be a fine 

not to exceed the sum of five dollars ($5.00) for each offense. 

 

Selectman Hale cautioned that scooters should also be added; and the Board discussed 

that language prohibiting motorized transportation should also be added. Selectman 

Goldberg questioned if there was a difference between roller blades and roller skates and 

if that needed to be included in the ordinance. The Board reviewed that the language 

should also exclude wheelchairs. Members of the public suggested that the language 



should reference recreational means of transportation and perhaps exclude all handicap 

transportation.  

 

Moved by Selectman Hale and seconded by Selectman Wilson to table this item.  

VOTE: This motion was approved unanimously.    

 

10. Discuss and take action to call a Public Hearing on Monday, November 28, 2016 at 6:30 

p.m. in Town Campus Room A. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss: 

 

Discuss proposed changes to Town Ordinance, Article I, Sec. 12-1.  

 

MOVED by Selectman Hale and seconded by Selectman Wilson to table this item.  

VOTE: This motion was approved unanimously.    

 

10a.  MOVED by Selectman Goldberg and seconded by Selectman Wilson to open the agenda 

to discuss an update on the status of the planning activity for the Federal Grant awarded 

to the Shoreline Greenway Trail - Madison. 

 

VOTE: This motion was approved unanimously.    

 

10a. Discuss an update on the status of the planning activity for the Federal Grant 

awarded to the Shoreline Greenway Trail – Madison. 

 

DISCUSSION: Virginia Raff, Shoreline Greenway Trail Board of Directors Vice Chair 

stated that it has been roughly six months since the Board’s last action. Town Engineer, 

Mike Ott, stated that the Town applied for a grant to pay for the next phase of the project 

in April and did not hear back from the state until September 15
th

. He stated that the 

Town, in the meantime, continued to meet with consultants and firms that would be 

undertaking the project. He added that the administrative portion of the project has just 

been started with the state. This proposed segment of the trail is a multi-use path. It 

would be on the south side of Route 1 in the shoulder, and separate from traffic. It would 

run from the East Bridge to Nathan’s Lane south. The town of Guilford is proposed a 

3,500 feet trail to begin at our match point and head westerly towards the Guilford water 

tower. Eventually, there would be a plan to join this portion with the Hammonasset 

portion of the trail. There is approximately $811,000 available in state funds and the vast 

majority will go to the construction costs.  

 

There will be a public hearing process and the state will also require multiple public 

information meetings at different phases.  

 

11. Discuss a proposed ordinance governing work within the right-of-way of public roads.  

 

DISCUSSION: Town Engineer, Mike Ott, stated that the purpose of this discussion was 

to introduce the ordinance to the Board so that they can review and pose questions at the 

next meeting. He noted that the Town Attorney has reviewed the ordinance and it is being 

reviewed by the insurance carrier. It is an ordinance that would set forth regulations for 

excavating town roads. The purpose is to protect the town asset; in this case, the roads. 



Mr. Ott added that this has been in the works for a long time and he was able to devote 

the proper time to the research and drafting only recently.  

    

12. Discuss and take action to award the contract for the Arts Barn roof project.  

 

DISCUSSION: Town Engineer, Mike Ott, stated that the Town received bids last 

Wednesday for this project and he noted that at this time the item should be tabled. He 

stated that more time was needed to perform due diligence on the bid proposals. He 

added that the Board could hold a special meeting to approve this item.  

 

MOVED by Selectman Hale and seconded by Selectwoman Walker to APPROVE 

tabling this item.  

 

VOTE: This motion was approved unanimously.    

 

13. Discuss and take action on a resolution approving, and referring to the Board of Finance 

for its approval and recommendation, an appropriation, and the authorization of bonds 

and notes to finance the appropriation, for costs related to a grant to the E.C. Scranton 

Memorial Library which is undertaking additions to and renovation and improvements of 

the E.C. Scranton Memorial Library situated at the intersection of Boston Post Road and 

Wall Street in Madison, and the furnishing and equipping thereof and related site and 

other improvements with respect thereto.  

 

MOVED by Selectman Goldberg and seconded by Selectwoman Walker to APPROVE 

the above resolution.   

 

VOTE: This motion was approved unanimously.    

 

14. Update on the status of the Senior Tax Relief Ordinance. 

 

DISCUSSION: First Selectman Banisch stated that the Tax Collector and Assessor were 

asked to be at this meeting to note their concerns with the proposed ordinance. Ms. 

Carroll stated that the concerns could be resolved fairly easily with a discussion between 

them and the Town Attorney or the Board of Finance. She cautioned that items cross-

referenced to other ordinances should be clarified. Suggestions for changes have been 

made by these two Town Departments and the main issue is to determine how those 

people in the abatement program are transferred into this tax freeze program. The 

transition needs to be done correctly to ensure that the taxpayer isn’t penalized. The 

issues with the ordinance are those guidelines relating to the procedure of administering 

the program. The Board reviewed the timeline for addressing these concerns and then 

suggesting the proper changes; the next step would be to bring the changes back to the 

Board of Finance for revision. Members of the Ad-Hoc Senior Tax Freeze Committee 

should be consulted for clarification as well. The Board also reviewed the thresholds for 

qualification into the tax freeze program. Ms. Carroll noted her concern again about the 

transition of existing tax abatement recipients into this new program and she noted that 

some residents would be enrolling for the first time into the freeze program. Ms. Carroll 

suggested that more than one public hearing be held to provide this information to the 

public.  



 

15. Update on the status of the Academy School workshop schedule.  

 

DISCUSSION: First Selectman Banisch stated that the Town is hoping to have two 

workshops the first being held no later than the beginning of January. The Director of 

Land Use & Economic Development is working on finding a consultant to conduct these 

workshops.   

 

16. Appointments:  

 

Stacy Bungiro to the Youth Services Committee for a term to expire January 1, 2018. 

 

Brian Richardson from Planning and Zoning alternate to Planning and Zoning for a term 

to expire on January 1, 2017. 

  

MOVED by Selectman Goldberg and seconded by Selectman Hale to APPROVE the 

appointment of Stacy Bungiro to the Youth Services Committee and Brian Richardson 

from Planning and Zoning alternate to Planning and Zoning.  

 

VOTE: This motion was approved unanimously.    

 

17. Tax abatements / refunds:  

 

MOVED by Selectman Hale and seconded by Selectwoman Goldberg to APPROVE the 

tax abatements / refunds in the amount of $1,415.21.  
 

VOTE: This motion was approved unanimously.    

 

18. Citizens comments 

 

 Gus Horvath stated that the public should be given a microphone to speak into during 

public comment sections. He thanked the Board for approving the upgrade to the sound 

system.  

 

 Walter Lippmann stated that he calls the Town every winter to voice concern over the 

flooding near Henny Penney and he asked that the Board have the Town Engineer contact 

the state to note this issue so that it can be remedied once and for all.  

 

 Barbara Davis clarified that Board would discuss questions on the tax freeze ordinance 

with members from the Ad-Hoc Senior Tax Freeze Committee and First Selectman 

Banisch stated that the board would first discuss these suggestions with Austin Hall, the 

Director of Senior Services and liaison to this prior Ad-Hoc committee.  

 

 Art Wiley and Mike Ott discussed whether some residences along the proposed 

Greenway Trail project would affect parts of their front yards to this project.  

   

19. Liaison Reports/Selectmen Comments 

 



Bob Hale  Board of Education  

Joan Walker Library Board 

Al Goldberg  Board of Police Commissioners   

Bruce Wilson Trunk or Treat, Library  

 

20. Adjournment  

 

There being no objections, First Selectman Banisch adjourned the meeting at 8:09 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Lauren Rhines  

Executive Assistant 

 

 


