
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

  Aug. 8, 2016 7:30 P.M. 

MEETING ROOM B MADISON TOWN CAMPUS 

Subject to approval: Minutes of the Meeting of Aug. 8, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. - Meeting Room B- Madison 

Town Campus 

Members present: Chairman Heather Crawford, George McManus, and Clyde Burkhardt. 

 

Members absent: Vice Chairman Christine Bouchard, Rachel Klein, Alex Cushing, and Richard Gedney. 

 

Additional attendees: Inland Wetlands Officer Robert Kuchta; Sanna Stanley, local resident and street 

light activist. 

 

1. Call meeting to order: At 7:33 p.m., Chairman Crawford stated there was no quorum, so no votes 

could be taken, but there could be discussion. 

 

2. Call for additional agenda items: Chairman Crawford stated that Director of Planning and 

Economic Development David Anderson spoke to her about the efforts of the Environmental and Human 

Health Institute in the area of outdoor wood furnaces; the organization would like Madison to draw up a 

regulation to ban the furnaces.  There are already a couple of outdoor wood furnaces operating in town, 

she stated.  This is an area requiring some consideration, in terms of the environmental impact.  This 

subject matter will be placed on a future agenda. 

 

3. Planning for Bauer Park festival:  Chairman Crawford invited Sanna Stanley to give a 

presentation on modifying street lights to reduce environmental light pollution, which is having adverse 

effects on human and animal health conditions, as well as the environment, with the loss of dark sky.  Ms. 

Stanley brought an electrical lamppost and lighting fixtures to explain how they can be modified to reduce 

the light, yet provide the light needed for the purposes desired.  She discussed how neighborhood lights 

on local residences are on all night long, interfering with others’ sleep, as well as having adverse effects 

on nature.  Many believe if a light fixture is frosted, it reduces the amount of light emitted, however that is 

not true, she stated.  She showed a variety of ways that light bulbs, especially LED bulbs, could have their 

light directed downward, rather than outward.  Modification of light fixtures appears to be the better way 

to reduce light pollution, since most residents are unwilling to spend a lot of money replacing the fixtures 

already on the property, because it is very expensive to do so, according to Ms. Stanley.  Aluminum foil 

and Mylar can be attached above a light bulb, and the light will be reflected downward, thus reducing 

light pollution, according to Ms. Stanley.  No one has to be an electrician to realize light fixtures can be 

modified, she stated.  Shields can be bought to place above the double security lights many have at the 

tops of their garages, thus reducing the amount of light pollution.  Chairman Crawford stated that Ms. 

Stanley has been invited to be a part of the Conservation Commission’s educational outreach program at 

the Bauer Park Festival.  Ms. Stanley is looking forward to educating youth and adults about lighting and 

how it can be reduced; she believes it is important to encourage creative thinking in this area.  Besides 

light fixtures, glare is also a big problem, and glare can be controlled, she stated.  As an artist, Ms. Stanley 

has been trained to be aware of and use reflective light in her work; eyes are light sensors, and what 

humans do with light affects human health.  Reflectors, used along driveways and roadsides are actually 

better than streetlights; they achieve the purpose of lighting the way for others without illuminating 

outward and upward into the dark sky, according to Ms. Stanley.  Chairman Crawford proposed that 

perhaps Ms. Stanley could conduct her lamppost and lighting fixture demonstration inside a shed that 
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exists on Bauer Park; a dark space would be needed for various light examples to be seen, since the 

festival takes place in the daylight.  A black box could also be used, according to Ms. Stanley.  Plans are 

to look at the Dark Sky website and create a brochure that could also be handed out, as part of the 

educational process at the lighting demonstration.  Chairman Crawford stated that a lot of towns are 

beginning to take light pollution and light trespass very seriously and are creating regulations to reduce 

the problem.  Improving light fixtures to reduce the negative effects on the environment, humans, 

animals, and the fragile ecosystem, would be a good challenge for some of the engineering classes and the 

tech schools, Chairman Crawford stated.  The Conservation Commission is working toward having a 

Dark Sky presentation, in the near future. 

 

4. Upcoming training opportunities: No report. 

 

5. Project/Issue Updates 

 

 ~ Upcoming Site Walk: It is August 11, 2016, and it is very important to attend, according to 

Chairman Crawford. 

 ~ Residential and Street Lighting: Town fixture replacement and presentation update: This 

project has been somewhat delayed, but on Aug. 9, 2016, at 8:30 p.m., town officials are expected to 

measure the light of proposed street lighting, during a demonstration in front of Café Allegre, Boston Post 

Road, according to Chairman Crawford.  The Dark Sky presentation is in progress. 

 ~ Boundary documentation update: This project is still under way. 

 ~ Public Education/Outreach for 2016: No report. 

~ Invasive species monitoring:  Chairman Crawford stated she went to the Mile a Minute site to 

see if any had grown this year, and there was none at the site.  Hand picking off the berries and a large 

portion of mulch have apparently resulted in the plant’s demise at that location, according to Chairman 

Crawford. 

 

6. Review and approve minutes from July 11, 2016 meeting: This was postponed, due to lack of a 

quorum. 

 

7. Adjourn:  The meeting concluded at 8:15 p.m.  No vote could be taken to adjourn, without a 

quorum. 

                 

          Respectfully submitted, 

          Marlene H. Kennedy, clerk 
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