
Subject to approval* 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

July 25, 2016 

7:30 PM – Meeting Room D – Madison Town Campus  

 

Members Present: Chair Heather Crawford, Christine Bouchard, George McManus, Alex Cushing, 

Rachel Klein.  

Members Absent: Richard Gedney, Clyde Burkhardt. 

 

 

1) Meeting called to order: At approximately 7:37 pm, Chairman Crawford called the meeting to 

order. 

 

2) Call for additional agenda items:  H. Crawford proposed that a discussion about site walks be 

added to the agenda; this was accepted by consensus. 

 

3) Planning for Bauer Park Festival   

The Bauer Park Festival is in October—only two months away.  The Commission agreed to have a 

diversity of topics (kids, adults), but eliminate the pelts (don’t want to worry about damaging borrowed 

items).  They discussed featuring the following at their booth: 

 Horseshoe crab and Coastal Ecology – include two or three molts, a magnifying glass for 

kids to look at the eyes, and possibly a 3D paper cut-out project for kids to bring home. 

 Night sky – a poster, and Sanna (resident concerned with this issue) may have an art 

project. 

 Gypsy moth – educational material 

 Tree cookie – tie history to conservation 
 

Christine and Alex both said they would bring awning/tents for the booth. 
 

4) Upcoming Training Opportunities  

H. Crawford informed the members of the following training opportunities: 

 CT Climate Policy Stakeholder Event – presentation on shaping CT climate strategy (CT 

Round Table on Climate and Jobs) 

 Coastal Inundation Mapping Workshop – GIS Aug 17&18 

 Living Shoreline Designs – Sept 15: hands-on workshop 

 

5) Project/Issue Updates 

Residential and Street Lighting: Town fixture replacement and presentation update 

o No update.  



Boundary Documentation:   

o No update. 

Public Education/Outreach for 2016-17: The following topics were discussed: 

o H. Crawford stated that the lighting presentation will happen in July or August. 

Invasive Species monitoring:  

o H. Crawford commented on two particular locations of bamboo; she will re-draft a letter to the 

nearby homeowners to make them aware that there are invasives on their property.  If the 

bamboo was planted, they need to understand the regulations.  If they were not planted, they 

need to be encouraged to remove it.  

o H. Crawford stated that she will check the mile-a-minute sites soon. 

o There was some discussion about how the mowing protocol at Bauer Park has been broken—

areas that should not have been mowed (including milkweed) have been cut.  They discussed 

what could possibly be done to prevent this from happening again—there seems to be a 

disconnect between management committees and field workers. 

 

6) Site Walk Discussion 

H. Crawford informed the Commission that the IWA has scheduled a site walk for August 11 at 6pm at 

28 Creamery Lane; a variety of grave violations have been discovered across three adjacent properties 

along the Hammonassett River, including clear cutting of large trees, which has already resulted in 

erosion.  There was some discussion about rules for site walks. 

 

7) Adjournment: At 8:20 pm, C. Bouchard moved for adjournment; G. McManus seconded.  

 Vote: all in favor, none opposed.  Motion passed. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

Shauna Dowd 
 

*amendments to these minutes will be noted in future minutes.  


