
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

  June 13, 2016 7:30 P.M. 

MEETING ROOM B MADISON TOWN CAMPUS 

Subject to approval: Minutes of the Meeting of June 13, 2016 - 7:30 p.m. - Meeting Room B- Madison 

Town Campus 

Members present: Chairman Heather Crawford, Vice Chairman Christine Bouchard, Richard Gedney, 

George McManus, Rachel Klein, and Alex Cushing.  

 

Members absent: Clyde Burkhardt. 

 

Additional attendees: Inland Wetlands Officer Robert Kuchta. 

 

1. Call meeting to order: Chairman Crawford called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 

 

2. Call for additional agenda items: None. 

 

3. Application Review: 16-12. 390 Horsepond Rd. Map 80, Lot 11. RU-2 District. Owner: Seashore 

Construction Services, Inc. Applicant: Cornerstone Construction Services, Inc.  Application for 8-lot 

subdivision. 

 

Professional Engineer Robert Grabarek stated that the proposed subdivision will be going to the Inland 

Wetlands and Watercourses Agency, as well as the Planning and Zoning Commission.  It is an eight-lot 

subdivision that meets all the requirements of the town’s subdivision regulations; the open space has been 

reduced from a previous application filed, but it is a contiguous line that runs from the north side of the 

property down along the Hammonasset River to the south side, according to Mr. Grabarek.  He stated that 

he has spoken to the Madison Land Trust about acquiring the open space parcel, and it is very interested 

but would like to review the plans; the land trust likes the fact that the open space is a corridor that runs 

along the river.  The subdivision has eight lots with four lots on each side of the road; conceptual 

driveways, wells, and septic systems are shown on the plans, and the septic systems that will be installed 

will be able to serve four-bedroom homes, according to Mr. Grabarek.  The property was once a sand and 

gravel pit, he stated.  There is a proposed road going through the subdivision, an open field with grass 

near the river, and storm water provisions have been designed, according to Mr. Grabarek.  Plans include 

catch basins and a sediment retention pond.  Mr. Grabarek stated that he spoke to Town Engineer Michael 

Ott about the town’s requirements for storm water mitigation measures, and finally they settled on a 

sediment basin that infiltrates to coarse soils.  Thomas Smith of Cornerstone Construction Services, Inc., 

stated that no gas is available to the site.  Open space is 20 percent, and about 5 percent of that is steep 

slopes and wetlands, according to Mr. Grabarek. 

 

Chairman Crawford stated that she is sad that the town engineer did not lean more toward swales for 

storm water mitigation, instead of catch basins; the Conservation Commissioner prefers less pipe.  Inland 

Wetlands Officer Robert Kuchta asked whether the storm water retention is a part of lot eight, and Mr. 

Grabarek said it is, but there will be an easement to it, since the sedimentation pond is almost entirely in 

lot eight, and the town would have access to it, through the easement, to monitor it.  Chairman Crawford 

said a maintenance schedule would be desired, as well.  In terms of Chairman Crawford’s preference for 

swales, Mr. Kuchta stated that the natural features of the land sort of serve as a swale.  About 10 to 20 

yards will be used to fill the wetland, according to Mr. Grabarek.  Since it is not a natural wetland, filling 

it will not be a loss, Chairman Crawford stated.  Mr. Kuchta described the eight-lot subdivision site as 

Page 1.  Conservation Commission, June 13, 2016  



“meadow like;” it is vegetative, and it has been restored with topsoil and seeded, as well as mowed.  The 

preservation of the open space land along the Hammonasset River corridor is a must, Commissioner 

George McManus stated.  Vice Chairman Christine Bouchard was asked to write a letter to the Inland 

Wetlands and Watercourses Agency, which will hear the application for a wetlands permit on July 11, 

2016. 

 

Chairman Crawford made the motion that the Conservation Commission send a letter to the Inland 

Wetlands and Watercourses Agency stating that due to the history of the site, the Conservation 

Commission is not concerned with the filling of the minor wetland on the western end, and that the 

preservation of the wetland and slope associated with the Hammonasset River, along with the open 

space corridor, is important to protecting the natural resources of the town of Madison.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Richard Gedney and unanimously approved. 

  

Vote to send the letter to the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency passed, 6-0-0. 

IN FAVOR: Chairman Crawford, Vice Chairman Bouchard, and Commissioners Gedney, McManus,  

Klein, and Cushing. 

OPPOSED: None. 

ABSTAINED: None. 

 

4. Project/Issue Updates 

 

 ~ Residential and Street Lighting: Town fixture replacement and presentation update: 

Chairman Crawford stated that the town is in the process of making an inventory of all street lights, to 

determine brightness, and they have already found several that they have decided are much brighter than 

they need to be.  Once the inventory is completed, a presentation on light pollution can be scheduled.  

Plans are to replace the town lighting fixtures. 

 ~ Boundary documentation update: Commissioner Gedney reported that he expects to return to 

the boundary documentation process in a week.  

 ~ Public Education/Outreach for 2016: Chairman Crawford stated she likes Vice Chairman 

Bouchard’s idea to create a Facebook page as a public education and outreach service.  Mr. Kuchta 

suggested the idea be reviewed by the town’s information technology specialist, since the town’s policies 

and its website server may not allow access to Facebook. 

 ~ Invasive Species monitoring: Running Bamboo is growing wildly on Horsepond Road near 

state Department of Transportation (DOT) land, Chairman Crawford reported.  Mr. Kuchta suggested 

determining the private property owners with survey maps and also using those maps to determine 

whether the bamboo is completely on DOT land.  Once that is determined, Mr. Kuchta offered to assist in 

providing information on how to notify the property owners.  Chairman Crawford also reported that the 

invasive yellow flag iris is in very deep water of the pond near CVS; it is a Japanese invasive species.  

Chairman Crawford will send an email to the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency as well as the 

first selectmen to ask whether they want to do anything about that invasive species. 

 ~ Horseshoe Crab monitoring and beach sweeping: Horseshoe crabs are currently being tagged; 

Chairman Crawford expressed a concern about beach sweeping taking place in town, despite state 

regulations that prohibit it between the months of May and July.  She stated that she spoke to Beach and 

Recreation Director Scott Erskine about the beach sweeping.  Commissioner Gedney suggested she 

follow-up that discussion with a letter, perhaps forwarding the state regulations to Mr. Erskine.  Chairman 

Crawford stated that she will be able to forward the state regulations.    

5. Minutes: Review and approve minutes of May 9, 2016 meeting ~ Postponed to next meeting. 
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6. Adjournment 

 

Commissioner Gedney make made the motion to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.; it was seconded by 

Commissioner McManus and unanimously approved. 

 

Vote to adjourn passed, 6-0-0. 

IN FAVOR: Chairman Crawford, Vice Chairman Bouchard and Commissioners Gedney, McManus, 

Klein, and Cushing. 

OPPOSED: None. 

ABSTAINED: None. 

                 

          Respectfully submitted, 

          Marlene H. Kennedy, clerk 
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