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Madison Beach and Recreation Department  

Monthly Commission Meeting 

May 6, 2016  

 

In attendance were:  Paul Maxwell -Chairman, Mary Pat Nardino- Vice Chair, Emily 

Rosenthal, Mike Ciotti, Shane Kokoruda, Scot Erskine Director, Tom Banisch-First 

Selectman, Ted Rahmann, Bill Piggott 

 

Absent: Joe Oslander 

 

Other in Attendance: Ginny Raff-Shoreline Greenway Trail Committee 

 

Meeting called to order by Paul Maxwell at 7:30am 

 

I. Approval of Minutes dated March 28, 2016 

    Maxwell requested that the minutes be amended to reflect the he had re-

iterated his concerns about the process about making the changes to the pass system 

back in January without going to the Field Advisory Committee. Motion made by 

Nardino to approve minutes as amended.  Second by Rosenthal.  

  All in Favor with the change noted. 

 

II. Chairman’s Report – Correspondence 

Received note from Tiger Pride requesting that the Town Selectmen, 

Board of Education and Commission re-consider its stance regarding field 

advertising- in particular at Strong Field and at the High School in order to 

help the Athletic groups raise funds during the year to supplement 

budgeted dollars for athletics. Erskine will research BOE policy for next 

meeting. 

 

Residents have expressed disappointment over the policy change 

regarding nanny passes for the summer stating that it created a hardship 

for working parents to enable their children to enjoy the beach while they 

are at work. Motion by Rosenthal to amend the policy and create a hang 

tag system for Nanny, Caregiver and dealership cars in order to keep the 

system in line with the sporting passes. – Second by Kokoruda – Motion 

carried. 

 

III. Public Comments 

Carla Van Dijk – Scotland Avenue and Tracey Kersteen also from 

Scotland Avenue expressed disappointment that the Little League is 

not adhering to the agreement made last year regarding the number 

and age of the banners that are displayed on the fences. They requested 

that the Commission help to enforce this as a condition of use of the 

fields.  Banisch will set meeting up with the President of the League 

and encourage compliance. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 2 

 

IV. Sections Reports 

 

a. Strong Field Report 

Bids will be going out for field house construction. Maximum 

funded amount is $500,000.  It is hoped that the project can be 

completed for the Fall Sports Season. 

 

Perimeter fencing still being researched however no funding exists 

at this point in the CIP fund for the project. 

 

b. Facilities/Buildings and Grounds 

i. Erskine reported that the sports groups will provide weekly game 

schedules for the fields at the Surf Club so that gate staff will know 

who is playing. People will be issued a hang tag so that monitoring 

staff will see that cars in the lot are in compliance.  Statistics will 

be kept as to total numbers. Time of game will be indicated on the 

passes. 

 

c. Bauer Park Report 

i. Fall festival planning meetings ongoing. Date of event 10/17/16 

ii. Dog Park – Fundraising BBQ Cook-off being planned 

iii. Gardens all opened and marked – 26 remain unsold at this point. 

 

d. Rockland Preserve Report 

i. Route 79 parking area expansion area surveyed along with possible 

playground and future dog park. 

ii. Trails Day- June 4  will feature a guided bike ride on trails 

. 

e. Salt Meadow Park Report 

i. Signage on order. Once in they will be installed. 

ii. Beginning work on management plan for park. 

iii. Committee recommending that the forest trail be named for Bob 

Schuman who worked hard at preserving the property from 

development 

iv. Committee working towards hosting a Park Appreciation Day to 

help educate people about the park areas. 

v. Committee revisited the temporary netting for lacrosse and 

recommended a one year trial.   

 

Motion by Nardino to allow portable netting systems at both ends 

of the lacrosse fields for a year to be re-evaluated prior to next 

Spring Season as recommended by the Salt Meadow Advisory 

Committee – Second by Rosenthal. Motion carried. 

 

f. Greenway Trail Report 

Working on section of trail from East River to Guilford – Grant 

received from Rock Fall Foundation for 3 interpretive signs. 

Annual Meeting May 25
th

 at the Senior Center. 
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g. Programs 

          New programs being posted to website as they are developed.  It 

was suggested that we possibly do a survey through Survey Monkey to 

analyze customer satisfaction regarding quality, cost, times of programs 

offered by department. 

 

h. Personnel 

      Summer staffing requirements being fulfilled. Still short on Lifeguards 

have 5 would like to have 9 on staff. Many courses being offered and we 

have posted that we are looking to hire… Beach opens May 28th. 

 

 

V. Old Business:  

Maxwell expressed that due to his work schedule he would like someone 

to be the Liaison to the Athletic Field Advisory Committee.  Rosenthal will 

look to see if she can make it work with her schedule.    

 

   VI. New Business 

i. None 

 

VII.   Adjournment    

Meeting adjourned at 8:45am. 

 


