
MADISON WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY 

March 23, 2016 

AGENDA 

 

Time of Meeting:  7 pm. 

Attendance:  Tom Hansen, Abigail White, Tom Dolan, Graham Curtis (prospective member), 
Selectman Bob Hale 

 

1. Citizen’s comments:  none.  Graham Curtis was introduced as a possible WPCA member.  
He will follow up with the selectmen go through the steps needed for appointment.  His 
membership was unanimously approved. 

 

2. Minutes:  There were no minutes to review.  There was no meeting in January and 
February. 
 

3. Health Directors Report:  John Bowers was not present but he provided the following to 
Tom Hansen for discussion: 
 
A letter was sent to DEEP regarding the Mews of Madison Association treatment 
system.  The WPCA and the Mews have an agreement requiring that the system be 
operated in accordance with CGS Section 7-246f.  Our letter is a requirement of their 
permit renewal.  This was briefly discussed and no issues were raised. 
 
DEEP notice of tentative decision to renew the ground discharge permit for the Hearth 
on Bradley Road.  This was briefly discussed and WPCA has no objection. 
 
John provided a thorough and detailed list of WPCA files, programs, etc.  This list is a 
guideline for service provided by the Health Director and is intended to inform the 
selection process for a new Health Director. 
 

4. Update on status of Health Director position: 
 
John Bowers has retired but is currently serving as the Health Director on a limited basis 
until a replacement is hired. 
 
Hansen reported that he provided the personnel director with a detailed list of services 
that John provides.  Many of these services can be provided by a competent 
administrator or coordinator under the direction of a public health professional.  But the 
town has been understaffed for years and there is no such individual in place at this 
time so John attends to all of the administrative and recordkeeping tasks. 
 
Bob Hale reported on the process.  Three options are being considered.  Two health 
districts and in-house.  The Town plans to hold two public hearings. 
 
There have been presentation made by the CT Valley Health District in Old Saybrook and 
the East Shore District in Branford.  Cost considerations are that VT Valley District is 
higher than the East Shore District. 
 



The Town has a job description and is seeking candidates with masters degree in public 
health. 
 
Here was also presentation by the Guilford public health agent regarding the benefits of 
and in-house alternative. 
 
Hansen noted that the WPCA has not been asked to give input into the selection process 
in any official capacity.  But we did provide the personnel director with the list of 
services required.   
 
Hansen asked Bob Hale to report to the selectmen that the WPCA is willing to assist in 
the process and feels that the communication so far has been poor.  The final decision 
on how to proceed has an impact on the WPCA. 

 

5.  Old Business: 
 
WPCA funding request:  There has been no response from the selectmen to our request 
for funding.  There was a detailed discussion of the need for and the scope of an 
updated facilities plan.  Bob Hale was asked to communicate with the selectmen on this 
issue. 
 
DEEP Meeting:  Hansen and White reported on their meeting with Carlos Esguerra, 
Sanitary Engineer at DEEP.  He is our contact for updating the facilities plan which he 
agrees is well past due.  He is finishing up the plan in Clinton and wants us to know that 
he will expect action from Madison.  He is prepared to write an administrative order if 
necessary. 
 
WPCP:  A copy of the most recent updated water Pollution Control Plan was distributed 
and briefly discussed.  No changes. 
 
DEEP systems:  A list of DEEP permitted systems is kept by the health agent.  Discussed 
briefly. 
 
Community systems: A list of community systems is also maintained by the health 
agent.  Briefly discussed. 

6.  New Business: 

 The 2016 meeting schedule remains unchanged for the time being.  Fourth Wednesdays 
at 7 PM.   

 Hansen reported that he would like to start preparation of a WPCA resource map to 
identify wastewater issues in the Town as well as possible treatment sites for downtown 
and other areas.  A preliminary data gathering task for the facilities planning process.   


