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Minutes from March 8, 2016 

 

In attendance: D. Buller, K. Dess, T. Doina, L. Herdle,  S. Hoffman,  A. Symonds, P. Fahey, J. Bruciati, 

J. Walker, P. Steer, J. Ulstad 

    

Staff:               S. Cochran, L. Castrilli, A. Ahern, T. Scalia. 

Absent:           A. Kaplan, M. Lorenz, J. McLain, K. Rossini 

 

I. Chairperson’s Comments 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm. Chairperson welcomed the new board member, Tony 

Doina and the new BOF liaison, Jason Ulstad.  Introductions were made.                    

Welcome to A. Ahern, Assistant Director, Clinical Services and Taylor Scalia, Intern.    

II. Citizen’s Comments 

 None 

III. Approval of February 2, 2016 minutes 

Motion to approve the February 2, 2016 minutes was made by L. Herdle and seconded by D. 

Buller.  Motion approved.   

IV. Correspondence 

 Thank you note to Mr. Cochran and Mr. Cornwell from the Junior Physical Education 

class, period 4 for coming to speak about “Guy Talk and “Personal Safety”.  

  V. Treasurer’s Report 

 Motion to approve transferring $1000 of “uncommitted” donations to a new line item in 

the Donations Account to be identified as “Marj Adler Scholarship Fund made by A. 

Symonds and seconded by S. Hoffman.  Motion approved.  These scholarships from this 

fund will be utilized by Madison Social Services to help children ages five and under to 

attend camps and gain access to other special programs.  The creation of this scholarship 

is in honor of our recently retired Parent Support Counselor Marj Adler.  During her 

many years of employment with MYFS, Marj was known to work extremely hard to find 

funding sources to help this segment of our population, and was a tireless advocate for 

vulnerable kids and their families. 

 

VI. Staff Update: Angela Ahern, recently promoted Assistant Director, Clinical Services, 

with overview of our interns this year Taylor Scalia, and Shaina Pierce 

 Taylor has enjoyed her internship at MYFS and will be here until August.  She has done 

outreach to the youth in many prevention programs, W.O.W., Women of the World, 

Social Butterflies-an organizational study group at Polson School. Taylor also has a few 

clients that she sees.  Post Grad she would like to work in an office similar to MYFS and 

also do Play Therapy. 

 Shaina Pierce, intern from Southern, has also been working with the students in 

prevention programs- Peer Helpers, GASP-Gay and Straight Program, Girl Talk and also 

has some clients.   One part of the job that she has found challenging is interacting with 

the parents.  She would like to work at a youth service bureau when she graduates.     

  Angela Ahern is still working two positions until the new School Based Clinician starts 

after Board approval on March 21.  There have been a lot of referrals coming in with 
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anxiety/depression issues.  Angela is still seeing 4 clients weekly plus supervising and 

taking all incoming calls and referrals and continuing to see students at Polson and 

Brown until March 21.   She has set up audio/video sessions with the interns, upon client 

approval which helps the interns in the learning process.  

. 

VII. Student Report 

 Trimester two exams are this week.  Derek Cornwell and Erin Corbett brought in the 

therapy dogs, coloring books and yoga during exam days to help destress the students. 

 DHHS hosted a Show Choir event and students from all over the country came to 

compete.  This was the first year that DHHS sponsored Show Choir. 

 Talent Show was held at DHHS.  The students liked the magicians. 

 Winter sports are ending and Spring sports will be starting on Friday. 

 Girl’s Basketball team competed in SCC- State Tournament. 

 Lengthy discussion about the impact of heroine abuse.  

 

VIII.  Budget Update 

 The budget workshops go in alphabetical order and the Board of Finance has not looked 

at individual items from Youth Services yet.  

 

IX. Friends of Madison Youth 

 The Arts Barn is identified as a safe space for the students and they enjoy the programs 

that are being done.  A lot of the programing involve performing arts and theater and 

target audiences of 7 & 8 grades. 

 Vibrations – is a junior show choir which the students really had fun performing. 

 The 7
th

 and 8
th

 graders are having fun mentoring the 5
th

 and 6
th

 grade students. 

 6
th

 and 7
th

 grade dances are still being held at the Arts Barn.  No more High School 

dances. 

 FOMY is starting to prepare for the summer camps. They will be having Technical 

theater camps. 

 FOMY is looking for juniors in high school that might be interested in working at the 

summer camps which will look very good on their resumes. 

 Skate park is still ongoing.  

 

X. Youth Stress Task Force Report – David Buller 

 Goal of the committee is to have a student/community forum on youth stress.  They will 

 be forming a sub committee.   

 The L.I.F.E. student group will be meeting with the BOS/BOF on March 15 at Town 

 Campus at 6 pm to discuss the pressures of stress on youth. 

 

XI. Staffing Update 

 Sandy Ferrucci is our new Parent Support Counselor, started 2/22/16.  Sandy transferred 

from our PT Family Therapist position.   We now have an opening for PT Family 

Therapist, which is posted. 

 Jennifer Winalski will be our new Middle School School-based Clinician, to start 

3/21/16. 
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 MYFS hopes to reorganize several positions for the next budget year.  The Director and 

Human Resources will be looking at reclassification of duties to current jobs.  We may 

add M.A.D.E. coordinator to reorganizational plan.   

 

XII. Directors Report 

 Brief facilities update-The results from the environmental consultant that came to look at 

 the building confirmed mold/musty odors. Cost associated with the options to minimize 

 issues are being evaluated. 

 Long Term planning update – working on the action plan.  Final version to be presented 

 to the board by the June meeting. 

 Recent media exposure in The Source and WTNH interview-There was an article in the 

 Source about the collaboration with RJ Julia and the social media program.  Scott and 

 Catherine were invited to join Tom Scarice in an interview with WTNH on the heroine 

 crisis and the attempts to stop addiction in its tracks.  It was aired on Friday night.  The 

 Board requested to view the link.  We have a Social Media/Marketing committee to 

 spread the word of services that we have.  Wendy will be our marketing media point 

 person.  She is overseeing our Facebook page. 

 Feedback and discussion on the co-sponsoring “American Girl” event with RJ Julia-the 

 Board feels like there should be a follow up to the presentation.  There was a discussion 

 concerning the cost of the presentation.  Some Board members felt like it should have 

 been a free event.   

 CYSA Day at the Capitol will be April 21
st
. 

 Liz Battaglia/Special Ed Director has expressed interest in cross training with our staff. 

 

XIII. Adjourn 

 Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by K. Dess at 9:20 pm. 

  


